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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout the political history of the Iranian Plateau, the figure of the king has
consistently served as the central pillar of political power. To gain public acceptance
and legitimacy, the individual who ascended the throne either had to possess
qualities that appealed to all social strata or such an image was constructed for him
through certain means in various texts, including historical writings.

Over the last millennium, epic texts —functioning as historical records— have been
continually transmitted intergenerationally, filling the Iranian imagination with
images of kings endowed with supernatural and spiritual powers. In such a context,
those who construct the image of the king must align their portrayals with the
constructed traditions in epic texts, the laudatory descriptions by earlier historians,
the political manuals rooted in royal rules, and the royal protocols of great ancient
Persian kings, all in an effort to present an idealized picture of king to both
contemporary people and posterity. In this way, they could both establish the king’s
legitimacy and qualification for rule, and represent him as a desirable heroic figure
and an ideal king in history. This article aims to answer two key questions: First,
given that the literary aspects of myth and epic have often overshadowed the
historiographical nature of the Shahnameh for modern readers, how can a coherent
connection be established between the Shahnameh and the trajectory of Iranian
historiography which eventually culminates in the Fotuhat-e Shahi? Second, in what
ways has the Shahnameh influenced the Fotuhat-e Shahi in terms of its rhetorical
and narrative dimensions? By addressing these two questions, the path is opened to
analyze how the boundaries between epic and history have collapsed in pre-modern
Persian historiography.

Methodology

In recent decades, the application of modern theories to prose historiography has
enabled readers to engage with the deeper layers of meaning embedded within its
deep structure. Within the framework of discourse analysis, or through the
application of theories from psychoanalysis, anthropology, social studies, etc., the
engagement with texts has fundamentally changed. In this mode of engagement, the
limitations, interests, and obligations arising from the patron’s demands or the
ideological orientations of the authors of historical texts are analyzed. This approach
makes it possible to more accurately evaluate the author's claims, as reflected in the
signifier-signified system of events. The theoretical framework of this article for
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analyzing a historiographical text like Fotuhat-e Shahi, which lays claim to
objectivity, is based on the meta-historical perspective pioneered by Hayden White,
who view historians' works as influenced by literary genres within the framework of
a narrative. Building on this theoretical framework and rethinking the pre-modern
audience’s conception of history, this study demonstrates how the epic literary genre
has influenced historiographical method of Amini Heravi.

Findings

After outlining the theoretical framework and contextualizing the era along with
emphasizing the significance of the Shahnameh as a pre-text during this period, the
study examines how the narrative style and rhetorical features of the Shahnameh
influenced Amini Heravi's writing style. As a result of our analysis, the narrative and
rhetorical strategies favored within the political apparatus of Shah Ismail Safavi —
which have permeated the deep structure of Fotuhat-e Shahi—have been revealed.
These strategies whether employed consciously or unconsciously throughout
history, contribute to constructing the king as an epic hero. By analyzing the
narrative constructs based on the theories of contemporary scholars such as Bowra
and Joseph Campbell —who have identified and categorized universal criteria for the
hero figure— and drawing on recent approaches in narratology and modern rhetoric,
this heroic aspects can be decoded.

Conclusion

In this article, we examined various sources and intellectual foundations of Iranian
political philosophy, and demonstrated the prominent and prevailing role of the
Shahnameh in shaping the course of Persian historiography—through a case study of
Fotuhat-e Shaht in the Safavid era. The importance of the Shahnameh —on the one
hand, due to its broad readership, and on the other, because of Shah Ismail I Safavi’s
particular interest in the Shahnameh who directly commissioned the text to Amini
Heravi— constitute the main reasons for our argument regarding the influence of the
Shahnameh on the Fotuhat-e Shahi.

Building on these reasons, and by emphasizing on the essential difference in the
historical horizons of modern and pre-modern audiences in relation to the
Shahnameh, we demonstrated how literariness —as a necessary element— gradually
made its way from Shahnameh into historiographical texts. Drawing on the
Shahnameh’s rthetorical and narrative features, a historian like Amini Heravi sought
to construct a framework —from deeds, attributes, and lineage of the king to
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surrounding events and the atmosphere of the narrative— through which reality could
be transformed into epic.

In this process, the ultimate goal of objectivity in historiography, combined with
selective narrative and rhetorical strategies, ultimately leads to the construction of a
heroic figure. Nevertheless, alternative interpretations and parallel argumentative
systems can certainly be proposed without necessarily contradicting or undermining
the central argument of this article.
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