New Literary Studies,
Vol 58, No. 1, Spring 2025

Online ISSN: 2783-252X | Print ISSN: 3060-8171

An Analysis of the Latent Essence of the Arda Wiraz-Namag Based on

Karl Mannheim’s Sociology of Knowledge
Mehdi Elmi Daneshvar!

Abstract

1. Assistant Professor at the Department of Eastern Religions, Faculty of Religions, University of Religions and
Denominations, Qom, Iran.

[ O Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. This is an open access
| @ l article distributed under article distributed under Creative Commons Attribution
BY 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

$20Z ISN3NY [T :duluQ paysIqnd -+ $T0T ABIN 1 :paIdaooy

$20T JOqQUIDAON] () :PAAISIY

§T0T A1eniqo] G| :pasIady -


https://doi.org/10.22067/jls.2025.90699.1650
mailto:m.daneshvar@urd.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009000708918392
https://jls.um.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

New Literary Studies, Vol 58, No. 1, Spring 2025 108

Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the Arda Wiraz-Namag, when Alexander invaded Iran, he killed the
ruler of Iran, destroyed the royal court and all state infrastructures, burned the Avesta
in the city of Istakhr, and killed a great number of mdbeds (Zoroastrian priests) and
religious adherents. He sowed seeds of discord among the religious community and
brought about the collapse of the religion. In this time of great turmoil, the mobeds,
seeking to rescue the people from doubt and confusion, summoned them all to the
Fire Temple of Adur-Farnbag. From among the crowd, they selected seven men who
were unwavering in their faith in the gods and the religion, and whose thoughts,
words, and deeds were virtuous and righteous. These seven were then asked to
choose, from among themselves, the one who was the most virtuous, the most
innocent, and the most reputable. They narrowed it down to three candidates, and
finally to one: a man named Wiraz. Ultimately, Wiraz was chosen after undergoing
a ritual test involving a sacred spear.

According to the recommendation of the mobeds, Viraz washes his head and
body, consumes food, wine, and bang (hemp, a ritual narcotic), offers prayers, and
ascends to the higher realm. The mobeds remain beside his body, reciting prayers so
that his soul might return. After seven days, Viraz’s soul comes back and recounts
all that he has witnessed; a scribe records his account. The result of this mystical
experience is a text written in simple and fluent prose. Based on the needs of the
ruling class of mobeds, this visionary journey culminated in the composition of a
book rooted in revelation. Thus, Arda Viraz may be regarded as one of the scribes
of the sacred law (shari ‘at), whose effort extended beyond reclaiming the religion’s
former status to include the preservation of family structures and the ruling authority.
Traces of this effort can be found throughout the various chapters and passages of
the book. The central question of this study is: What is the foundational basis for the
composition of Ardd Viraz Namag? And should this work be understood solely as a
religious text based on mystical revelation during the Sasanian era?

Methodology

This article aims to enrich the existing body of research on the Arda Viraz Namag
through the application of Karl Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge, a framework
that emphasizes the position of society, thought, and history.
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Mannheim’s framework is grounded in the investigation of the historical and
social contexts in which events and ideas develop. In his sociology of knowledge, he
examines how intellectual thought develops within specific spatial and temporal
conditions. He explores the relationship between knowledge and science, and how
both are shaped within political, historical, and social worlds

Adopting this approach, the author seeks to determine which group of thinkers
Arda Viraz aligns with: the first group, which aimed to reinforce the dominant
religious order of the Sasanian state while facing the erosion of their authority; or
the second group, which sought to reform the religious structure within the
epistemological framework of the Zoroastrian clergy and the ruling establishment.
Findings
The author’s investigations reveal the historical and political factors influencing the
formation and composition of Arda Viraz Namag. He finds that Ardaviraz, as a
representative of the priestly class, embarks on a journey to the spiritual realm
aiming to reinforce the ethical and faith-based foundations. He strives to demonstrate
that obedience to the ruling authority, the clergy, and religious principles is regarded
as the most righteous path, and warns that those who oppose the governance, the
clergy, and religion will face severe and harsh punishments in the afterlife.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this article, the author, drawing upon Karl Mannheim’s sociology of knowledge,
approaches the Arda Viraz Namag from a new perspective. Based on this framework,
he concludes that the social, religious, and historical transformations at the time Arda
Viraz Namag was written led the ruling authority to attempt to reconstruct its
political legitimacy by seizing the opportunity to send Arda viraz to the spiritual
realm and have him return with revelations from that world. Through the lens of
Mannheim’s theory, the study concludes that the book seeks to articulate a political
ideology through Arda viraz’s voice by means of vivid portrayals of hell and
paradise.

At first glance, the Arda Viraz Namag appears to be a jurisprudential and
theological text; however, when read through the lens of Karl Mannheim’s sociology
of knowledge, one can discern ideological representations of the political
establishment and the Zoroastrian clergy throughout the text. Evidently, the religious
apparatus, in response to the weakened state of the ruling system, attempts—through
this text—to cultivate a collective mindset in which putting an end to the turmoil the
attainment of peace are portrayed as achievable solely through piety and obedience
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to the commands of the clergy. The author of the book first outlines the unstable
conditions of society, which sets the state for us to observe the mobeds—the most
influential and powerful class during the Sasanian era—seek to legitimize religious
values, promote social unity, and enforce public adherence to the ruling authority.

In this text, sovereignty belongs to religion, and governance exists under the
shadow of religion. Religion dominates all aspects of life, and the ideal citizen is
defined as one who fully complies with the Mobads’ directives. Within this
ideological system, all groups and individuals function, in a sense, as employees of
the ruling authority. Arda viraz, as the representative of the Mobad class, seeks to
preserve the status quo by creating ideology through narratives of heaven and hell.
Eighty percent of the book’s content is devoted to descriptions of the painful
torments of hell, thereby warning that if the people and society fail to uphold
religion, meet the demands of the ruling power, and reinforce the foundations of the
family, they will suffer the harshest punishments in the afterlife..
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