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Environmental issues are one of the important concerns of various sciences in
recent decades. Criminology, as a branch of social sciences, is not indifferent to
these issues. Contemporary critical criminology has linked new topics to the field
of criminology, one of which is environmental damage and environmental
protection. The importance of these issues is so great that it has led to the
formation of a new branch in criminology called green criminology. In this
research, using the qualitative content analysis method, the novel “After the
Cloud” by Babak Zamani is analyzed based on the theory of green criminology
and with an emphasis on the environmental damage of dam construction. The
results of this research indicate that dam construction projects, both during
construction and afterwards, have negative environmental consequences that can
cause ecosystem destruction. The construction of dams can lead to forced
displacement due to rising water levels and submerging of indigenous peoples'
habitats. In this context, the lack of government support makes indigenous people
the main victims of unprincipled dam construction.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

The theory of green criminology was first proposed by Michael Lynch in 19902, In an article titled “The
Greening of Criminology,” he focuses on environmental crimes and examines environmental crimes and
injustices with a critical eye. Environmental crimes are a broad concept that, in addition to economic
damage, violate the right to a healthy environment. Theorists in this field believe that in environmental
crimes, because they are often accompanied by widespread damage and sometimes it is possible that
restoring the situation to its previous state is not possible; therefore, the best solution to deal with
environmental crimes is prevention and proactive measures.

One of the important topics in the analysis of environmental crimes is the issue of political economy, which
emphasizes two areas. In the first part, it examines the role and activities of the state that facilitate or create
suitable conditions for environmental destruction and damage. These issues are related to public
policymaking and the continuous intervention of governments in these issues. In the second part, it
examines the decisive and key role of capitalism in production and its methods that are in conflict with the
environment. Therefore, environmental crimes are increasingly associated with the ideology of capitalism.
For this reason, green criminology has a pessimistic view of capitalism, consumer culture and social
contradictions, which indicates the critical and Marxist nature of green criminology.

The development and operation of hydroelectric power plants and large dams are often accompanied by
deep and widespread social consequences that are usually not properly identified and assessed. This has led
to the fact that in many cases, responsible institutions do not seriously address the negative impacts of these
projects on the lives of local communities. Since 1970, awareness of the negative environmental, economic
and social impacts of dams has emerged. The World Commission on Dams (WCD) warned more than two
decades ago that the construction of large dams without sufficient attention to social consequences has
caused widespread damage, including the displacement of millions of people, loss of livelihoods, and a
deterioration in the quality of life. Also, in most cases, compensation for indigenous people is inadequate
and efforts to restore the living conditions of these people fail.

This research aims to examine and evaluate the novel “After the Cloud” in the light of green criminology
theory, using qualitative content analysis. The novel “After the Cloud” is written by Babak Zamani in the
style of social realism, the main theme of which is about the consequences of building a dam. The main
question of the research is: How is the representation of environmental damage and the negative
consequences of dam construction in this novel, as a realistic novel? What role do power and wealth groups
play in the occurrence and escalation of environmental crimes?

Methodology

This article uses the qualitative content analysis method to evaluate data related to critical criminology in
the novel “After the Cloud”. Qualitative content analysis is a suitable method for analyzing textual data in
a large volume and in a specific context. With this method, the most important categories and categories of
the text are identified and the hidden reality of the text is discovered. Also, by coding and categorizing the
data, different theories can be measured and their accuracy and validity can be assessed. Given that the
success of qualitative content analysis depends on the precise and purposeful selection of categories and
these categories must be aligned with the hypotheses and theoretical framework of the research, in this
study, the categories have been selected in such a way that they are directly linked to the concepts and
concerns of green criminology theories; In a way that each category refers to one of the theoretical
dimensions of these approaches in explaining environmental crimes and damage.

1- It should be noted that some consider Edvin Sutherland to be the founder of environmental criminology (before it
was called green criminology) and believe that Sutherland mentioned environmental crimes as a form of white-collar
crime in his 1940 book "White Collar Crimes".
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Results and Discussion

The research findings will be presented under three categories of dam construction in the light of green

criminology, environmental crimes of the powerful, and victimization of indigenous people, and finally,
the sociological harm of dam construction projects.
Dam projects clearly demonstrate human rights violations against indigenous and local communities. These
projects, ostensibly for the development and exploitation of water resources and energy production, often
violate the human rights of people. The loss of agricultural land, homes, and water resources that
generations have used to sustain their livelihoods is just one of these violations. Indigenous and local
communities are forcibly displaced from their homes, and this displacement separates them from their
natural environment and causes them to lose their cultural and social identity. Furthermore, the lack of
attention to the well-being of these communities after displacement, such as the lack of jobs, education, and
adequate social infrastructure, creates conditions in which basic human rights are violated. In the novel
“After the Cloud” the dam construction is presented by the company as a project with the aim of
development, but in reality, it leads to environmental destruction, the explosion of mountains, and the burial
of plant species and agricultural lands.

One of the common shortcomings of dam projects is the lack of commitment of government officials to
the issue of resettlement of displaced people. Research shows that many villagers who have been forcibly
displaced by dam construction emphasize the role of government officials in the loss of their capital and
property. The institutional structure of these projects has a serious impact on the way in which the issue of
resettlement and other issues related to regional development, which are important for the affected
populations, are addressed. In the novel “After the Cloud”, one of the issues of concern to the author is the
lack of accountability of companies and the government. In this novel, the irreparable damage caused to
the natural environment and residents goes virtually unanswered, and no institution pursues the
responsibility of companies.

In green criminology, the concept of harm is also in the focus of theorists, because this concept does not
only mean the violation of official laws, but also includes harms that are socially harmful, even if the law
does not consider them a crime. In the novel “After the Cloud”, social harms appear in various forms. The
dam projects in this novel are not limited to environmental destruction; they also portray a clear face of a
widespread social harm. The lives of local people, who had worked hard to develop their land and gardens
for years, are suddenly submerged and their life's work is destroyed. The jobs that were promised are short-
term, unstable and humiliating, destroying the future of the youth of these regions. The promises of jobs
and development soon give way to unemployment, poverty, forced migration and the collapse of families.

Conclusion

This novel helps the audience better understand the concept of state and corporate crimes in its critical
sense; in the sense that it directs the audience's attention to harms that have no place in the official and
dominant discourse of society and are less considered. In this way, this novel can expand the reader's
perspective on crime from its traditional and closed concept to a broad and critical concept in which the
concept of crime includes all harmful harms of groups of power and wealth; regardless of whether they
have been criminalized by the legislator or not.

In contemporary capitalism, the close relationship between large corporations and governments has
created a cycle of environmental crimes in which the economic interests of capitalists take precedence over
human rights and the environment. This power structure enables corporations to implement projects such
as the construction of large dams with government support and permits; projects that are ostensibly justified
by goals such as energy supply, economic development, and control of natural resources, but in practice
have devastating consequences for nature and human societies, especially indigenous peoples.
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Table 1- Dam construction category in the light of green criminology
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green ot ... (Salim: No, Yunos; what destruction? It will bring prosperity to the region. It
criminology) | will bring jobs to the youth of Gharqabad, Tulab, and other places. The father
2 el ooked at Salim with a nervous expression: Gharqabad itself is prosperous. Look
(Dam ) closely. You have eye! ... A prosperity that does not begin with destruction. Look
COl’l_SU’UCtIOH at what they have brought to the mountains with the explosion. What kind of
projects are  prosperity is this?)
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tte ear}; (Every now and then, the sound of explosions to destroy the mountains and
s agets . O rocks that were blocking the construction of the dam would disrupt the sleep
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battlefield. Unknowingly, they would detonate whenever they wanted, just as
the enemy bombs without warning)
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(Salim: That's what building a dam is all about. There's dust, there's explosions,
there's noise. Father: They've done it in vain. They're ruining the whole area.
They're destroying it)
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green S e; (According to our estimates and calculations, it will hold about 3,200 million
criminology) L LS cubic meters of water and, in addition to producing 673 gigawatt hours of
ORS00 electricity, it will also contribute to the development and prosperity of the region
.2l and neighboring agricultural lands. Suddenly, the father said loudly: "oh man!
(One of the With the water from this huge dam of yours, will there be any land left to be
negative developed?)
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lands) (The Department of Agriculture had banned the installation of water pumps in

the Darya-Rud and the drawing of branches from it for fields and gardens. Such
a ridiculous law had never been passed before the dam construction company
had set up its tent in the area. It was clear that it was their work and that they
were cooperating. They said that once the dam was filled, all the fields and
gardens in the area a few villages away would no longer need water, but now
they won't even let us take water from the Darya-Rud itself for our trees)
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(They came to the flooded city and struck fear into the hearts of the people,

telling them to gather and leave, or else you and your houses would be

submerged. They said that if you move too late, you would become a lesson for
future generations, like the people of Atlantis)
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(Maybe it was the last time [ would see those plants, those rocks, and those trees.

Maybe I was the last person to step on a rock in the valley and touch a plant,
flower, or tree. That place was to become the seabed)
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Table 2 - Category of environmental crimes of the powerful and victimization of indigenous people
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powerful  and FRE s . ;
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victimization of VT -1 . . ) .
indi _ said: They said that good days were coming! Don't you remember? They said
m 1gle nous (Companies it themselves; they looked us in the eyes and said that good days were
people) refuse to be coming. Father said: I remember. I remember, I remember it well. They said
held "good days", but they didn't say good days for whom! Yes; good days; but
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(The mother said: ... The olive tree has a atonement. Take the atonement for
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a grin: "These people kill people in broad daylight and walk right down the
street, so you expect them to pay atonement for my olives?)
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(In the end, when they had exploded, a huge rock fell on his head from the
top of the mountain and crushed him. The poor thing didn't find his body for
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was because of the explosion of the dam construction company that he had
suffered, these dishonest people didn't take the blame and made the excuse
that we had warned him before the explosion, it had nothing to do with us; in
the end, the blood of the KarimKore people was trampled)
Wl b a8 o s &S] adse 5, )55 511, bl Suiles e S5 4 cdls 4 bl ales,S Ll 1y 4
hemedun)  Sole> 4 Sl 095 i Igleols 95 (08 e 4z aidig Boe g WS o0 adend p 1) (L0 9 W0
) Ol a8 pl e e a5 oy ok Soal ools lagyT a1 o5la) oS ax ol a2 dad 39 oo Liligal 3
Oy Swven Ll wils Lyl WS oo dilasy w2 5 0 g Wgy o0 wlgy Hlido &S > e L uisy aiples e o)l
(Environmental sles s (Father: They made a mistake. Do you think these people care about people?
crimes of the | . . Ifyoulet them, they will cut people's veins and put their blood in bottles and
powerful and 2% sell it. What do you say? You're simple! How quickly you forget everything...
victimization of  _Jgs lecule>= Who gave them permission anyway? Salim: They don't ask for permission,
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people) culture and a leave there and if someone like your father insisted on staying there, there
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anything to
make a profit)
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(It was revealed in court that Parviz and Manouchehri (the company's
engineer) had previously relic many underground mines in Gharqabad,

Cheshme Shirin, Cheshme Shoor, and other areas. Could there have been
anything else to the reason for all those unnecessary explosions?)
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Table 3 - Sociological damage category of dam construction projects
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lands, their gardens, their homes, and their homes to work as laborers?)
4

5 WSy |y ooy Ko iyolo bl Wi o b 4 45 080 i S o0
Slojlz S fiS 4z wigts Gl (S5 5l laegs B asesy g |y ol asY W

§p0 0 5l oaile o
(People are hungry; so much so that they are willing to kill a dog and hand

it over just for a few pittance so they don't starve to death. What should they
do? Is there any other choice left for the people?)
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(In the end, like the houses built overnight in Tulab, one day the dam
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