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Abstract

According to Halford Mackinder’s theory of the Heartland, dominating of the Eastern
Europe is key to dominate the Heartland, and dominating of the Heartland is key to
dominate the world. Ukraine is one of the main components of the so-called Heartland.
The recent Ukraine crisis is an important US-Russian geopolitical confrontation followed
by various international disputes. This competition reminds expert the Cold War. This
study is conducted using the descriptive-analytical method. Data are gathered from library
sources. This research investigates the geopolitical importance of Ukraine for Russia and
the US. The results show that the main reason for the conflict in Ukraine is the US-Russian
geopolitical competition.

Keywords: Geopolitical competition, Russia, United States, Ukraine.
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