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Authoritarianism or Democracy; Structure of State and Economic
Development in China and India

Vahid Sinaee!, Afsane Danesh’

Abstract

China and India's rapid growth and development in recent years, with two different political
structures, have made them an attractive phenomenon in development issues. In so far as
that, the two countries have become models for other developing societies which seek to
understand the relationship between political structure and development. India is a country
with a democratic infrastructure, but China has an authoritarian and centralized system. The
present paper seeks to examine the relationship between political structure and economic
development in India and China based on the model of the developmental state of Adrian
Leftwich. Therefore, the current article investigates the relationship between political
structure and economic development in these two countries. We hypothesize that the
existence of developmental state indicators in these two countries has led to the economic
development of India and China. Confirmation of this hypothesis means that democracy
and authoritarianism are not necessarily preconditions for development. This study shows
that the existence of the characteristics of a developmental state, including developmental
elites, the relative independence of the state, strong bureaucracy, and weak civil society, has
provided the necessary grounds for development in China and India. This paper is based on

data and documentary-library sources and by the comparative method.
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