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Abstract

Taking a generative phonology approach, this paper analyzes vowel
harmony in verbal prefixes in the speech of middle-aged non-immigrant
Mashhadi speakers. For this purpose, nearly 120 simple verbs were
conjugated and phonological alternations in the vowels of imperfective
aspect, and subjunctive mood and their negative forms were extracted.
Alsothe phonological features of the stem’s first vowel and those of the
prefixes were analyzed. The results indicate the following: the underlying
form of the vowel in the imperfective and subjunctive is the mid, front
vowel; harmony occurs in backness, or height or both at the same time; the
low, front vowel of the stem does not participate in harmony but the low,
back vowel initiates harmony only if the initial consonant of the stem is a
non-coronal. It was also found that the vowel of the negative prefix, which
comes before the imperfective prefix, harmonizes in backness with the
vowel of imperfective prefix. Also studied in the paper are rules operating in
vowel harmony in stems with the glide /j/ and glottal fricative /h/, where the
glide or glottal are omitted.

Keywords: Mashhadi dialect, verbal prefix, vowel harmony, generative
phonology
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