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Good heavens — I didn’t realize it was getting so late!

Oh my God, I've never seen anything like it!

Jesus Christ, just look what a mess they've made!

Jesus, I wish they'd tell us what is going on.
"Jeez! It's not fair!"
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Abstract

Persian has borrowed numerous religious (Islamic) words and expressions
from Arabic. However, a number of these words and expressions have
undergone extension of meaning and/ or physical context. Extension of the
physical context means that the original meaning and the physical context of
some of these words and expressions have not changed; rather they are used
in other physical contexts in addition to their original contexts. The corpus
under study includes religious words and expressions used in spoken
Persian with or without extension of meaning and physical context.
Identifying whether a word or an expression has undergone extension of
meaning and physical context is based on the linguistic intuition of the
author as a native speaker of Persian. This research presents several
examples and discusses them within the framework of Relevance theory
(Sperber & Wilson, 1986). In line with this theory, there exists a
combination of knowledge, experiences and shared background cultural
information about religious words and expressions in the mind of every
Persian speaker. Using this combination, not only Persian speakers are
aware of their original meanings and physical contexts but also they have
access to their extended meanings and/ or physical contexts. In accordance
with the Relevance theory, when a Persian speaker hears a religious word or
expression s/he considers the physical context to evaluate it and then
matches it with her/his background cultural knowledge in order to figure out
if the speaker intended its original meaning or its extended meaning.
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extension of physical context, Relevance theory
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