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A study of the evidence propounded by Vahid Behbahani and

Abolghasem Khoei to validate "Ziad Ibn Marwan"
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Abstract

Ziad Ibn Marwan, a companion of both Imam Sadegh and Imam Kazem (AS), has a
prominent presence in the Rajali and narrative works of the Ahl al-Bayt. There are more
than 60 narrations ascribed to him in the Book of Four and other Shiite works. However,
the evaluation of his Rijali records by evaluators is replete with inconsistencies and even
contradictory divergence. According to Vahid Behbahani and some others, the quotation of
Ziad by some distinguished figures and also the rejection of his book as "principles" and the
multiplicity of narrations, reaffirm the credibility and at least, corroborate his "decency".
Abu al-Qasim Khoei. in the Mu'jam Rijal al-Hadith and his jurisprudential works. has set
forth two other reasons that lend credit to the trustworthiness of Ziad. First,

Sheikh Mofid has presented him as one of the distinctive companions of Imam Kazim (AS)
and a trustee and jurist. Second, it is among the sources of the hadiths in Kamel al»Ziyarat,
which Ibn Qalwiyah has testified to the reliability of its narrators. Khoei has stressed the
accuracy of his narrations by the phrase "One of the trustworthy”. The authors of this
paper, however, believe that the above five arguments are weak and unreliable. Kashi, Tusi,
and Najashi, the pioneering Rijal experts, have not explicitly and implicitly endorsed him,
but aiong with famous hadith scholars such as Kulayni and Saduq, they have described him
not only as a diiigent iifelong scholar, but also one of the piilars of the Waqefieh sect.
Successive and yet praising statements clearly indicate his conscious antagonism with the
truth and denial of the sources that substantiate the Imamate of Imam Reza (as). Due to
illicit appropriation of seventy thousand dinars belonging to the Imam's share, Ziad, in
addition to his own aberration, strived to intellectually corrupt others by lavishly spending
his property. The news on Qadh is not justifiable and according to Hassan Ibn Mahboub,
one of Ejma companions, Ziad perished as an infidel. Allameh Halli has also highlighted his

weakness with the statement "He is an unreliable narrator to me".

Keywords: Ziad Ibn Marwan Ghandi, Waqefieh, Vahid Behbahani, Ahoighasem Khoei,
Rijal Hadith, Jarh and Tadil
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