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The Water Crisis and New Regional and International Legal
Frameworks

Seyed Hassan Mirfakhraei'!, Mostafa Khodaei 2

Abstract

Extensive water shortages and the lack of access to water resources result in poor economic
development and national security threats worldwide. The scope and complexity of water
challenges are beyond national and regional boundaries, and thus it cannot be fully
addressed by national or regional policies. Over the past sixty years, efforts have been made
to address these challenges. Initial steps were mainly based on the development of large-
scale physical infrastructures, such as dams and reservoirs, to reproduce new water
resources but were not enough to address the continuing problems of water management. In
this paper, while addressing some of the significant global water challenges and critical
deficiencies in global water resource management, new, regional and international legal
frameworks to address these challenges have been identified. Considering the common
legal frameworks, governments can take adequate steps to improve global water
management and address significant water challenges in the 21st century.

Keywords: Water Crisis, Global Water Challenges, Threats to Peace and Security,
International
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1. International Water Management Institute (IWMI)
2. the invisible water crisis
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1. High and Dry: Climate Change, Water and the Economy
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1. The Protocol on Water and Health to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe’s 1992
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes.
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1. African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (2003)
2. Convention on the Rights of the Child

3. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
4. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

5. Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement (1998)

6. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007)
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. interbasin

. watershed

. Helsinki Rules on the Uses of the Waters of International Rivers
. Institute of International Law (IIL)

. International Law Association (ILA)

. equitable and reasonable utilization
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1. The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes
(UNECE, 1992)
2. The UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (ILC, 1997)
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1. Agreement on the Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of the Mekong River Basin
2. The Berlin Rules on Water Resources
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1. African Commission on Human and People’s Rights
2. Inter- American Commission on Human Rights
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4. European Committee of Social Rights

5. special procedures
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2. full realization
3. core obligations
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1. the principle of prevention
2. golden rule

3. precautionary principle
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