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Strategic Loneliness and the Strategic Policies of Iran in the
West Asia

Mohaamad Javad Fathil, Shoreh Pirani?, Akbar Ghafoori 3

Abstract

One of the central issues is the impact of the idea and assumption of strategic loneliness on
the goals, motives, and regional strategies of the decision-making elites of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the tense and critical area of West Asia. The current research
investigates why the Islamic Republic of Iran suffers from strategic loneliness, and which
doctrines have it used to get out of strategic loneliness? The study hypothesizes that the
change of regime from Pahlavi to the Islamic Republic caused, on the one hand, Iran to
have practically no stable and robust ally except Syria. On the other hand, a front of allies
within the region and beyond has surrounded the country. This issue has led Iran to
endogenous deterrence and abroad activities to cope with foreign threats. The findings
show that supporting liberation movements, blocking threat sources, confronting the United
States, deterring US regional allies, alongside prominent strategies such as regional ban and
counter-access, unconventional land and sea warfare, classical and neo-ballistic missile
deterrence, drone industry, Hezbollah model, and Lebanonization, alliances with trans-
regional actors, religious and cultural diplomacy indicate the wrong idea of strategic
loneliness. Iran follows these policies to get out of strategic loneliness and regional
isolation. The research method is qualitative and refers to the primary library documents.
The current research follows an analytical-explanatory approach.
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Yo LT 8 33 Ol (83 315 (S Cmsliw § 3 51 il 2165

ey 35 oo = e g ol 53 Bl - ae D05 el 50 aSST 5l ey el
5l B 05563554 D ,ydb (walt, 2009: 36) 355 o JB KK (ddg 5 D8 e (S
B 534S (Co)us ) Sl dd g ool (il 5 L el o W15 e o sladals
a)lge dam \\j_”e Oilee 3l gl o5 o plpls «(gangale, 2003: 2) 5,05 51 3 ol 6ud~1}§;
S LS 3 odel o8 3,8 o datir pon TG 5 gnd alie 31 ApkgS Ble Il 0313 5 g
s e 5 W g Ol w5 o5 355 Jdsa a8 Lol Lo ey dod ) g ol 20
ol et ) (65l (Sacls y oylgan Liid s s OLSES slacs 5l o]
s il ) geal L)l Liileds 53,5 slayld) 5 Clual o paselne jsbay 5555 (50l
5303 g 3 2K GLadss w5 ity (o3l Slslome 5 S5 5 5 e 4 5 AL
W3 mie se s Lgs (walt, 1987: 37) 5,105 oo 30 50 bagT (gl gla eIy camstys
YL (S8 50d a8 L Srel e sgde i Bile 5 35 g0 |56 50 58 sl e
93 5 s a Sl (LI w5 g w;m,.ﬁ;\’b)),;a LT ss e opl plo (il oo Hletoas
B sl S0 O RS 5 i 45 0l 2
S35 A ol 5 o815 51 A le Ao Sl e sl (s oS
(walt, 1985: 9-10) 50l si Salus 5 Dldal 5 ¢ o lg Glacalbb 5 oyl Lol a>
g 53 23,5 o SIS 0dlisly ddlse ez S 3 LaysiS ttel el )5 sl Sl
Oty 5 OG0 355 (2 ) oL 3l el 5 g e cadlze sl ol 0K e
N og5 Sl 3l S (5o e s o al s (o 53 358 0 o 2 508 il
L R Qlibftélj g g u.pl.é.s%.).w s aly SeSw 3500 Syl ol Li> 5 b

o 2w Gl 68 (ol Sl 5 ol 5l 52 b 5N (luand (s aw a

1. balance of power

2. balance of threat

3. threat preception

4. proximity

5. geographic proximity

6. offensive capabilities



1Ee e Sl 9 5lg oF 03l A Jlo (ol oy ol (Sl 4B 95 1

5B Silaardoy @Sl S 1AMy oo @l Sl (63,555 b sladhate 5 Sler g5
LS00 51,5052 G3lwaiilsn gzl 53 K05 Gl piS dolie o (388 S Jige3n
s dbanuws Sl golyss @S £ S o b s g 5 pelb 1y o aS 558 o0
l_iT‘\SJ.Mdo OLaS &ilgn b 35l g0 5380 p 5 odowinn rﬁw_cl.é; e b ol & c(.:f-LGJ
B PV R Ql.l\JfC%\j A4y )13 305 0 LS (e e 5 S g 5 @ S Sl
S 03 ol B LS 35 4] g el Bl 5558 5 ponty Vpans g p
Slaay3a 1) ogm doalys & oty 5 Liad s 53 DSl D500 (oL 5 (lbanus
Slade J,28 a8 il 4 Al o5 Al 2l 0T s 5 8l b anslie 53 olbanas
.(Dehghani Firoozabad, 2012: 39-40) Cewl )l sles ol PR, 5

S el il U 2alS gl ) kel LK L Lared Mol ¢ A LS K31
Sl (2T (ATt JBy o83 3l o a5 2 5SS el ) (S ¢ el Jlane L 0
2Ll Jo Sliebll  piS G olss SIS S e 35 s pn sl (5SS
0 Olial 4 iy 5l LS SIS ol LTS 5 5ol 351 oo 393 st 505 59 -yad
3950 Coaiog i) (ool DUl (6 b (iadasl (6los 5o 568 Cotel Co 58 (610) Sl
3 ol A S o0 3l s>y 9 = o Ny (Bliss & Smiths, 2013: 248) (555 54 was
Sl oo slne (140550 0l o JSay 255 el [l dl (gl 5508 S5 4 ola)lSyls
2558 S B Sl ol Sloms s 3 Sl Olaay as e 2T s 0l S50
56 (e.lobell, 2010: 12) LS oo 3wl K5 So3bap |y Sl 2alS jgums il S gla S
5 g a el Jians gy Lol 4,k las 53 0T (6513 51 515 el Juana ppgie
S o S ol i e S 3l ol (Ml e S35 5 ot
)8 5l S0y« Gloeded Sl Sy e (Al (bLe 31 (6ol 03 (o053 SlaS 1S5
(IS BLLS Bl oS3 5158 el S8 pebdlo- s OIS 5 S) 3 a8 oy S
S oo S | gilasle 3l b 6 auals  paly g b 0 5 a5 oK e

1. bandwagoning



vy LT 8 38 Ol (88 81y BB il § 0 51 ool ol

(959 el (sl glaclad 3l A lg o K68 slaco;u B 1 g5l wdiyige @
2By siS S eslinul S5 sla )l sbaaral i ol 53 Cuslis gl sl 5« Sladus
s PMasla b T,k 3 Lol b Sl Gl S op S 1y 3l cpl oS
el P P E NG o B ¥ [ TN = P S G C RGP PV RO Wi -5 | W e YRS R Ceyp
oo G ool (anadl s SRl o ol sladidg pad Jadll plSia (T AL oS 355 0
lacilate pldie o 534S L1335 olay sl  Slgm 8508 53  Sng gl (il ol
L acolie 55 a3 s e 5 485185 0315 (S ol €5 SplB pl 53 6 iz
(63w 3] g0 5 ,—aly (gangale, 2003: 5) JiS ol o bl SO CIB s 1 o lize 5 K 00
= 0% 5 b G o 5 ool (ol ed 55 (6 ey el camys 50350 ($5,40L 3l Sl
ol ity 58555 cpl 5,8 Aalys s, oWl 3 oS5 L 1y erles cpl sl )l
L adilio 3 b 5155 mblie Bd 3ty gl 3 018050 5l (Sl 48 ol s
= GMHSEE LU s S ol 055 (jajan, 2003: 3) duS e 5N (K el om ¢ 5 Sy
508 o a3 1y Solwaiilze 2,55 55 i s ) Jledlo Sl 55 008 w553
S5 o |y Gl et @Lﬁ iy)w ‘;_,\Jm)'l awd pl sla,ls
Crm 03 SR g3l 5035 A e 4y ansy Slimens S 3,055 cpl gl @
L s plosl S5 ads m (OIS G gl 618 o 15 o0 4 315 sy oo piS
33 ey (waltz, 19791 126) JuiS sloms] Scamonn prbaw 55 (¢ Kot 5 Moo 136
L5155 Ll 5l bapl 4 (gl ol 5 ool Ol 5 05 54 5 Sy slac, 8 (ole Sty
a3 g B g (S5, Sl (St |) S sS Glacdss S Chiblons Sihass SES )
D55 S gy S8 5508 ) (Sulaiay |y il Ll S5 58 S ST el s
Vymome 3,8 dalys Sl 1) S5 55 5 63,0 Ilos Calon ool LSS
(ol o oS (Sla) 508 93,5 Olome slateas  Jldliy ol Cani sla)slS
L alie 515 5 do)ls Wy 4808 cbayplS ol 1) 5,8 oo S sn b T L oah e Conlns

1. balancing
2. self-help



1Ee e Sl 9 5lg oF 03l A Jlo (ol oy ol (Sl 4B 95 YA

Se s Sl glac;Lus 3 5dobe glal 55 (6l am rodds LA, 55 1) g s
o3cpls Sy S o Ciblee S o a8 Nslel Lo a laaal i b o Sl
Syl a1y kil slaglizel  pdoand Cps .l 5l Al Jolss (65 a0loo) 1y S

.(walt, 1988: 282) ((.Sﬂjg:@ B} Jﬁ ufl.s.'aj J.J.oug;c Lls

bl 2 33 0ol oMo (650002 (255 Gl 9, 9 (530l (WS (i ¥
ol 03 0Ll aS 513 555 o8us pl el 8 55 Ol oVl (6 e (Sladlate y gia 551 53
2SS Ol |y s ol 395 S48 Ctls dm ol el (530l 2l s cailane
215 5l psbaie 38 o B Ol (sl sl (S350 (955655 Jilws oSO ¢ S0 i
5 «Solmdlos] ¢ awbow OlUal (5 (al_<.ua ) Pl (S5 o S Sl ol (63,80,
0yl (lnas il e ol L dul 8 55 555 (slas pal, SIS inan
(83 2y (614068 a0 (Ll (655 5l 5 al 3L a5 il g0 5 5 ST ax ol 1y S, e
(mesbahi, 2011: 9) (Sl S, s S, d5 4 Juaze 5 " lslime sloil 6558 51 pg e 5 (L
5638l (AU s a0 |y O 5 Sl 0313 (63105 03 o Ol G5l 35 oSSl 4 S
oo 1l 03,5 0,8 ) 0l Ll (el 03,5 Jad Ly 315 gl Lol o) 4w oS Juae
-G SVsh (glaesSanlsy 592 s pwizman 5,0 Lol Slo) Ahaold st Ol (350 bl
Sl o am A oS Lles gy o5 s dai 42 01 S0 0 (1 At pne 5
OLales by L (ned (5a) o OB gimy <O ST (S5 5 0 fien 5 (i 0l 2L
Wl 0kl Wl 50 Slesiien s ¢ 2l (5 il 5l 4 (K003 b ol S e
4Bl A g 0m and 5 033 Oliem (i Ol S0 (Shs 53 b (imdye i cnlagm sl
S ioba ygls 534S Codl adloanste 5258 g5 5 b3 omsls 535S WSS Olal el ply £l

ail gl o‘f@ ‘@JU Jsb 55 0l (Reisinezhad, 2019) Cusl 0l y guen ¢ goow ¢ S5 ¢ 5

1. strategic loneliness
2. meaningful alliances

3. greates power bandwagoning



A LT 8 33 Ol (83 315 (S Cmsliw § 3 51 il 2165

Slaslosl 4 35,5 HlKl 53508 Sde SYsb 5 L 3wl G 5515 355 Slsmean Gl )siSTL
L Solsomen 5 0l (e s S5l 0l 0 31 oSl 03 ol 5588 ol (6l (S5 5 00
e (S cnl 203 5525 (6 ] Jlaz) 45 sl 03,8 5ol 1) a3 el <0113 980U
Slasdes o 5o Sl 22808 laalids 55 4l (s Ol oMl (65 ggom 835 paises
sskiaan Ol (oSl slaels S MBI/ Uiy 053 53 ¢l 32y ol il 3
o 1B S 5 ol s by sletns ol Sl 651 355 (60l ol L abilis
s 5 ol 039 581 Ol ) Aol el @ 55 (68 5 8 RAE pee (oDl OB )
Sl 03,5 A5 55 1 0Ll (63,08) 2l

2335250 slaas jlgs (sl |y (Slsd el Gldowte B Lilod ol sS sl B Ll 5be b
53 Lok 2 ey ol 53 adld gl Olgiear Sl (Ol (oo e (S LS Bad ol
plol s Lol el ol donl Ll 5 sy ol 53 G o1 5 il o ol 53 dmns) sy ol
Sale sl 3 S sl S8 ST 3 4 oI5 sed 5 LI (5183 aly doee a5 dolazly s
(reisinezhad, % Loly » 5 4y ake 630 OLITL (Johos (sl olitons o8 526 L 5 5
3ol Jaen 1) 39 (63 ) oleS Hrs 35 (kg Lo jdema 595 55 ()l ) 2018: 325)
il 235203, 513 5 (S5 5 2,5 SLysaS b lailaial 3 2B oy MG S ) b
U8 Sl 5 il 5 LS T o) San s on 3 Sl Koz 31 o 012 ol
e L 0l Gl (63,081 (o soed 5 (Al rod o sl 351 G505 5 el
LSS el on st o)l Gad s L ol (slacsdsl 5 slosl o b 5l ok o 3) s 28
55 0l oS adlate 5plS p S8 4 ¢ fasyd 53,8 593355 L o)) oS -
b 05mds (9 gimmsd Cmalow (ool (slaas-Ls 51 (S5 ol o ol oy ol ol adlas o 5o
(’L.Q,K;;ﬁ&;il@@;u&fT.mT@)u.:@Mfwjﬁo)ﬁjsﬁubt}:ﬁ;
Sl Ly 45 SBls ) a5 0l (sl Sl 5 Jle slacnd Joots
S (553 i 2 F R 3 sladlate pldote 4 355 Slalay s sals

PN el peolie b ablie gl sl e ss b Sleen b oo 3o «ssles o235
boiw 3l o aS 5 5ol s Sl 350 SIS0 3 531y ey b slasls) S B S e



Voo Okl 9 3lg ¥ oobod A Jlo (ol Sl (Sl 31 dobidg 3 vy

Bl ool Sl 5o b I A 5 (ol o Ss Cewssy Blye el ol
JS5 3003 (6 50l s ol janty 5lS (pl 5 Ll dom 1 Ol ) Blauls g leen Dlsea;
G5 4 Blre dodr 055 4S8 sty (350 el adlate (S gl 2wl S
Ol osllas Cua 3 S o SIlb ol 55 55 Sl 5 or slaey S 5 cils 1) S
doie SIS Ly (S ptee B gl 3 G el 5 0lal S35 0055 cnlply £330 1Sl 5
bl 8 53355 (65 003 Gl « I3l o s 03 0ol dadlis cpl 53 ol g3l s
23 e 305 Aol e 5 S S 2 20b Ay aln 53 0l geae skaieds ol s el
Lol Byl o8 5150 BLisl 0ld Olasds coizman 5 Ble 53 bas S 51 olaes S cadlaie
Sl 235 b Ll 8 55 0l (sl Gl S 55 ol ¢ 55 08 (slaes S
NS el )3 358 oS (gl 0l ol a8 b lie 5l S5 3,8 e sladd | s 8 )l
Ll b ol Sl daslypmnys g 0l 58S paseln jsbay 5l e 3,4 S
Sl on b ol L aS a5 el 0l el Jalse 1355 00508 (s a0l 0 0l
G b 3 Ol S ablie O e b s g (gla po 534Sl b ST J S 0ld 3 1y e 2004
LTk sk b ol L st Jb glacales 53,5 )30 byl pld dacd S8 L - b
51) sy (Al Kin s (i BlIS o Lapl jlaslys Vs s s Y00 e N )
B J o 55 b e 20k a3 5lee 5 0sbe Sl 1 S o0 e)bicnlss «STsle wils 551
(reisinezhad, ((ZV?..S&;)J.;- Ol S g lay e 5 ey o9 311G m<.~>u &l ude 6L,
3,8 53 Colem3) 50 ((S5kgr 8y95 534S 5 G503 bl 5l Ble plaws S didate 2017: 1)
Bl Qo s Camdla g0 B 255 sLaE lesl (sl (62, 8l S 1y Las S0l
Slas,S =15 53 358 5 by 1y S e 0)lplys «STslus 2 o)l3l iy 5 Ble 53 0l o
05 g (A bl oS 4y 0l (..U.QLL.& 23S skl (s V.U.QLL.& Lo p e
03 o 45 0 pl 53 b Lo gt et ) oS0l s sy riSles 5 B0 (Sl oo s

1. Iran’s nonstate foreign policy

2. green plan

3. Pahlavi Foundation

4. prevent shedding blood on the Iranian soil
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3. prevent effective u.s. military operations
4. deny access
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