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Historical and Constitutional Semantics of the Word "Ethm" in the

Holy Quran
Fatemeh Agahi (Corresponding Author), Ph.D. graduate, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad
Dr. Mahdi _]alaly, Professor, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Abstract
The word "Ethm"(sin; in Arabic: (\) with its 48 frequencies in the Holy Quran, is a key
concept in the semantic field of the sin. In comparison with other concepts in this field, it
has been used in more diverse contexts and semantic relationships. Neglecting the origin of
this word and its semantic subtleties in the Quranic verses, lexicologists and commentators
have considered it as same as other words in the semantic field of sin. Given the semantic
opacity of the word Ethm in the Holy Quran, it is necessary to study this concept
semantically. By using semantic methods such as etymology and syntagmatic and
paradigmatic relations, this article aims at analyzing Ethm semantically. Etymology confirms
the components of "convergence", "delay", "intentionality", and "filthiness" in the word
Ethm; the latter component refers to the idea of "essential badness" and the valuation of this
concept before the advent of Islam. Investigating the syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations
shows that Ethm is different from other concepts in the field of sin in the Quran; this word
consists of two components of "falsehood," and "invalidity" and often refers to thoughts and
sayings. Also, this word has two usages; in the domain of "relationship with God" in the
context of the prohibitions, and the field of "human and social relations" in the context of
participation in lies and the Forbidden.
Keywords: Ethm, Syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations, Etymology, Semantic

components.
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