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Neo-Eurasianism in Iran’s Foreign Policy of
Hasan Rouhani Era

Alireza Noori!

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to study the backgrounds and reasons for Iran's new
Eurasianism in Rouhani era and to analyze the goals and requirements of this policy. The
previous strategy, called "Looking East" did not have clear achievements for some reasons,
including inaccurate understanding of Eurasian trends and powers, little consensus,
politicization, and anti-Americanization. It was largely a response to US pressure. Although
this pressure is still an important variable in Iran's neo-Eurasianism, efforts have been made
to address these problems and to take an active approach to adapt to new dynamics in Eurasia
and the international arena. This article examines the theoretical and practical aspects of
Iran’s neo-Eurasianism with a qualitative-systemic method, considering the interaction of
variables, agents and various issues at regional and international levels in the framework of
"new intergovernmentalism™. Avoiding politicization, trying to moderate pressure rather than
confronting the US, greater domestic consensus, multivectoral approach, emphasis on
geoeconomics rather than geopolitics and a comprehensive rather than limited view are major
characteristics of Iran's new Eurasianism in the Rouhani era. As a result, the paper
emphasizes that while US pressure as a "coercive" factor is important in the Iran’s neo-
Eurasianism, the "selective" effort to adapt to growing international and Eurasian
developments is also a significant variable in shaping this policy.

Keywords: Iran, Rouhani, Eurasia, "Looking East", neo-Eurasianism, Intergovernmentalism.
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