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Forward Defense Strategy in Iran's Overseas Presence in
Oman and Syria

Amir Hossein Vazirian!, Shahrooz Shariati?

Abstract

Iran's military presence in Oman and Syria over the past half-century has been seen as a sign
of growing regional power and influence in Iran's foreign policy. This article seeks to answer
the question of why Iran was involved in the crises of the two Arab countries of Oman and
Syria during the last half century, and what has this military presence achieved for Iran's
national interests? To find this answer, documentary data, reliable sources and documentary
methods, post-event analysis and comparative methods have been used. Findings show that
despite the essential differences between the international system and the ruling political
regime in Iran in the last half century, Iran's military presence in the territory of the Kingdom
of Oman and the Syrian Arab Republic was to free Iran from geopolitical siege. Using the
teachings of the theory of realism and the concept of offensive defense, the article shows that
the achievement of Iran's overseas presence in the Oman crisis was to prevent endangering
energy security and the threat of the spread of communism in the Persian Gulf region. Iran's
military presence in the Syrian crisis also significantly neutralized the geopolitical threat of
Salafi radicalism in the West Asian region, in addition to preserving Iran's territorial integrity.
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