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Debt Trap Diplomacy and China’'s Ambition for Hegemony

Nozar Shafiee'

Abstract

This article explains how China uses a debt Trap diplomacy to gain hegemony. The paper's
descriptive-analytical hypothesis was that China seeks to expand its economic, political,
and strategic influence in the region and the world to become a hegemonic power. Along
the way, the country, through its Belt and Road initiative, especially lending to
infrastructure projects called "public goods™ to countries along its route, is trapping these
countries in its circle and making them a platform for used its regional and global influence.
This approach has created a negative perception of China in the eyes of international public
opinion, and this has led China to move away from it instead of approaching the hegemonic
position. The findings of the paper show that if countries have a negative perception of the
public goods in the realm of international relations, the acquisition, maintenance, and
promotion of the hegemonic position will be challenged.
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