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Abstract

Despite the introduction of "sustainable development” as a suitable
framework for development in the last three decades and the positive
reaction of many governments to it, there is a question whether regulatory
governments, do strengthen the right of people to sustainable development or
put challenges and obstacles in front of it?

In this research, we have examined how neoliberal principles and policies
governing regulatory governments, such as market competition,
privatization, deregulation, trade liberalization, foreign investment, export-
oriented production, and growth-oriented development, has created obstacles
in front of sustainable development. and therefore distorts the right of people
to benefit from sustainable development.

For this purpose, we have used the analytical-descriptive method and
proposed that the creation of new international institutions to strengthen the
binding of environmental treaties, to adopt policies that lead to the reduction
of poverty and inequality, and also to establish The new taxes that are
collected in exchange for the destruction of the environment in the course of
economic development, may help to heal the current situation.
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Introduction

During the last three decades, the importance of the sustainable development
method has been increasingly noticed and it has been mentioned and paid
attention to in international and domestic sources of human rights. At the
same time, we have witnessed the emergence and spread of regulatory
governments based on neoliberal economic assumptions and the pursuit of
market-oriented policies. Since the realization of sustainable development
and people's benefit from this right depends to a large extent on the policies
and approaches of governments, the question arises whether regulatory
governments have strengthened the right to sustainable development. Or do
they weaken it? To answer this question, in the first part of this research, the
common views on "sustainable development™ have been reviewed, then the
right to sustainable development as the intersection of two rights, namely
"the right to development™ and "the right to a healthy environment" and As
branches of the third generation of human rights or solidarity rights, we have
analyzed the status of this right according to the legal system governing the
Islamic Republic of Iran. In the following, we have had a look at the
concept, policies and frameworks governing the regulatory governments,
and at the end, the consequences of these policies on sustainable
development and then, on the people's right to benefit from a healthy
environment are critically evaluated.
PURPOSE

This article seeks to critically review the effects and consequences of

neoliberal policies and regulatory governments in relation to one of the

rights of citizens, namely the right to benefit from sustainable development.
METHOLOGY

This research is developmental in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in terms of method and nature, and the necessary data has been
collected by library method.

FINDING

Studying the literature and examining the opinions of critics indicate that
neoliberal governments - who believe that the government should steer
instead of rowing - challenge and undermine citizens' rights to sustainable
development through five mechanisms. These five mechanisms are:
expansion of market orientation and aggravation of poverty, deregulation
and privatization, trade liberalization, excessive emphasis on economic
growth, and globalization of consumerism.

Critics have stated that market forces are not only inadequate to protect
environmental sustainability, but in fact, they are one of the main causes of
environmental degradation. The destructive effect of the market system on
the environment and nature is due to the encouragement and intensification
of the competition between the market forces in order to gain profit and
accumulate more wealth. What is more important is that because in
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regulatory governments, the role of the government to deal with poverty has
become weaker and welfare subsidies have also decreased, in many
developing countries, the conditions of poverty and inequality have
worsened and these negative changes, It has had adverse effects on the
environment and sustainability.

Since regulatory governments do not believe in interfering in economic and
social affairs, they adopt the policy of privatization, and in order for the
private sector to be able to operate with greater agility and speed in the
markets, they have to follow the policy of deregulation.Deregulation and
privatization policies have caused an increase in the prices of goods and
services needed by low-income and poor families in the society, and as a
result, they are putting pressure on natural resources and the
environment.Deregulation and privatization have also strengthened and
increased foreign direct investment in developing countries and often
exacerbated environmental issues and problems.

Trade liberalization and export development in order to accelerate economic
growth is one of the central elements in the policies of regulatory
governments. The increase in the export of agricultural products in the
framework of the free trade system has harmful consequences for the local
ecological system.

According to many critics, the prescriptive policies and strategies of the
supporters of the regulatory government are compatible and aligned with the
focus of economic growth in the development process, while the thirst for
achieving high economic growth is one of the factors of rapid destruction of
natural resources and deterioration. Even some critics have stated that
instead of being preoccupied with the issues and problems that economic
growth puts on the environment, regulatory governments are concerned with
the problems that the environment creates against economic growth.

Finally, the culture of consumerism caused by the spread of market-oriented
policies in regulatory governments has been introduced as one of the main
causes of environmental disturbances and irregularities.

CONCLUSION

In this research, we investigated how neoliberal principles and policies
governing regulatory governments, such as market competition,
privatization, deregulation, trade liberalization, foreign investment, export-
oriented production, and growth-oriented development. has made the
realization of sustainable development an obstacle, and for this reason it
distorts the right of people to benefit from sustainable development.

The fact is that advanced industrial countries, despite their greater
contribution to the destruction of the environment and the destruction of
non-renewable resources, neglect their environmental responsibilities by
using their political and economic power. In this way, it is clear that, firstly,
the legal measures foreseen in the existing international agreements and
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treaties about the environment do not have the necessary effectiveness and
require revision and improvement, and secondly, they do not have the
necessary executive guarantee. The point here is that there must be specific
legal measures to ensure environmental justice. It means that different
countries should be obliged to compensate for the damages in proportion to
their share in destroying the environment and destroying resources.

Based on this, it can be suggested that the structure of the current
international institutions, which were created to protect and protect the
environment and the right of humans to benefit from sustainable
development, should be complicated in order to be more effective, and if
necessary, new institutions should be established. and be replaced.

Finally, all improvement measures should be accompanied by a review of
the concept of sustainable development, because according to many thinkers,
the lack of effectiveness of institutions or reform policies is due to the
support of these institutions to the common model of sustainable
development, which promotes economic growth and free trade, while these
policies and goals are considered as the causes or sources of environmental
destruction and have a negative effect on the right of people to benefit from
sustainable development.
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