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Reflection on the signs of commodification of the sacred (With the emphasis on
pilgrimage)
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Abstract

The rapid changes in modern society and the dominance of utilitarian motives have raised concerns about
the loss of the sanctity and authenticity of the sacred. However, the commodification of the sacred in Iran
is a virgin and unknown field, and examining it both at the structural level and at the level of individual
experience can help to solve its conceptual and theoretical gaps. The purpose of this article is to
systematically examine the definitions and signs of the commaodification of the sacred in the field of
pilgrimage through scientific research. This research is a type of secondary studies and has been done with
a systematic review method. The findings of this article indicate the geographical extent, multiple
manifestations, and methodological diversity of the aforementioned research on the subject of the
commodification of sacred things. Based on the aforementioned research, this research defines and
classifies the signs of commodification in six dimensions, which are: generalization, monetization,
dramatization, bureaucratization, digitalization, and politicization. A systematic review of the conducted
research shows that the commodification of the sacred has economic and non-economic aspects and this
transformation is mostly reflected in the form of space and religious objects. However, these researches
have not paid much attention to the commodification of the pilgrimage experience among pilgrims (in the
form of performing and performing rituals and connection with the sacred matter) and how it is
accompanied by macro and medium level changes

Keywords: Commodification, sacred, secularization, pilgrimage, systematic review
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