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Abstract This article focuses on notions of ‘dirt’ and diaspora to discuss their
relation with biopolitical discourse in Malamud’s The Jewbird and The
Mourners from the perspective of left thinkers. Deploying Douglas’s and
Bauman’s views, the writer discusses how biopolitics has used the notions of
hygiene and dirt to secure its surveillance over the body of its racial other in the
West. It is argued that the ‘anti-dirt’ movement, supported by the West to
promote Western civilization, affected cultural geography. Therefore, it
resulted in the formation of binary structures—such as clean vs. dirty, self vs.
other—as well as the social categorization of people. The aforementioned
condition leads to the emergence of “homo sacer” figures and the imposition of
“bare life”. These figures enjoy no better position than “the inside outsiders”
doomed to the status of ‘strangehood’. Consequently, they are subjected to
strict exclusionary measures and even death, which is justified in light of their
supposed danger to society.

Keywords: Keywords: Dirt Discourse; Biopolitics; Diaspora; The Jewbird; The
Mourners.

1. Introduction

hat makes modernity, besides the scientific development and industrial
W revolution, different and distinguished from its previous eras, is its
emphasis on the category of order and social discipline. In fact, the need of
the industrial society of the 18th century for a permanent labor force, along
with social order in the post-feudal world involved in religious and political
rebellions, made order an integral part of modernity. Initially, this order was
exemplified by governments’ categorization of individuals and their corresponding
punishment of wrongdoers. According to Foucault (1975), modern society has
utilized institutions such as family, religion, school, prison, and hospital in
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order to institutionalize the desired order to establish and maintain social
integration gradually and indirectly. This structural discipline was developed
in the first place to categorize the post-feudal working class and to convince
them to work long hours and difficult working conditions. However, it
gradually expanded to other areas of social and cultural life and resulted in
the formation of a kind of hierarchical structure based on the binary
opposition of self vs. other. Furthermore, this hierarchical outlook was
supported by the progress achieved in medical sciences as well and promoted
the binary system dominating Western society. One binary that had already
been promoted under the influence of hygiene discourse was that of pure vs.
dirty. Although seemingly straightforward, this binary concept formed the
foundation for the development, implementation, and maintenance of the
panopticon system of surveillance.

2. Method and Findings

Deploying the perspectives of new-left thinkers, including Dogulas (2002) and
Bauman (1996), the writer tries to discuss how the discourse of hygiene has been
deployed by the bio-political power to secure discursive surveillance and control in
the postmodern age. To this end, notions of ‘dirt’ and ‘anti-dirt’ have been elaborated
to reveal the political nature of such hygiene discourses. According to Douglas, ‘dirt’
is defined as ‘something out of place’. This concept has been expanded to include
anything or anyone that represents anarchy, disorder, and chaos to the dominant
biopolitical power. According to this classification, individuals or groups who are
considered the ‘other’ in relation to the Western ‘self’—such as ethnic, religious,
and cultural minorities—may fall into this category. Such equivalence, then, justifies
the repressive measures taken against the ‘strangers’ who endanger social and
cultural safety. These strangers resemble the classical figure of ‘homo sacer’ who
was doomed to ‘bare life’ and located in the borders of citizenship/ noncitizenship’,
‘life/ death’, ‘belonging- nonbelonging” and ‘the self/ the other’. As ‘strangers’,
these people have undergone senses of ‘disgust’ and self-hatred due to their otherized
status. Furthermore, such feelings have been extended to the dominant group through
deploying the strategy of ‘affective economy’.

3. Discussion and Conclusion

By questioning modernity’s discourse of ‘dirt” and along with that bio-politics, the
writer tries to manifest how Malamud has written about cultural ‘others’, including
the Jews. Deploying Jews as a specimen of socio-political strangers, Malamud
delineates how the biopolitical system of surveillance has imposed its discursive
‘norms’ through notions of pure vs. dirty and justified them through the rational
discourse of medical science. Furthermore, by describing ‘dirt” as something ‘out of
place’, it has extended its dimensions as a cultural, architectural and political issue.
Through this perspective, these ‘dirty beings’ are relegated to a state of ‘bare life’
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and diminished to the so-called status of ‘homo sacers’, whose existence does not
matter. This state of being bears resemblance to the pogroms experienced by Jewish
populations. Isolated in ghettoes and shanty houses, these people live a poor life
bereft of the bare necessities. Therefore, their ugly, dirty, and sick appearances are
associated with danger and threat and justify their further isolation and suppression.
As sources of threats, these people trigger a sense of disgust in others and a sense of
self-hatred against themselves. Internalized through repetition, such senses serve the
biopolitical discourse and further its surveillance.
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