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Abstract

Anis al-Talebin and Oddah al-Salekin is a precious book written in Persian, but has
not been corrected so far. Its value lies in the fact that its writer was a direct student
of Khajeh Baha’ al-Din, the establisher of Nagshbandiyeh dynasty. This study
examined this book in detail and the concise book of Khajeh Mohammad Parsa. It
compared the linguistic and literary features of the two books. This study examined
the differenced under four titles: 1. Deletion; 2. Addition; 3. Transposition; 4.
Changes and differences in recording words. It showed that the significance of the
concise text and examining on is plural: 1) The text is the first one that deals with
the life of Khajeh Baha al-Din, the founder of the Nagshbandiyeh, and the author
himself closely and directly saw the life of Khajeh Baha al-Din; 2) This work is
important in terms of linguistic, literary, historical and social values; 3) The concise
version is an independent of the detailed version, so it deserves to be examined as an
independent work and be corrected.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Anis al-Talebin and Oddah al-Salekin is a precious book written in Persian, but has
not been corrected so far. Its value lies in the fact that its writer was a direct student
of Khajeh Baha’ al-Din, the establisher of Nagshbandiyeh dynasty. So, in
comparison with other anecdote books like Asrar al-Tawhid, the writer himself has
seen what he narrates. Another value of this book lies in the fact that its language is
characterized with some local linguistic components outside the current borders of
Iran. Another feature of this book is its being affected from its previous mystic books
and many other subsequent ones.

2. Method

This research examined in detail the Salah bn Mubark’s Anis al-Talebin and Oddat
al-Salekin and the concised book of Khajeh Mohammad Parsa. It compared the
linguistic and literary features of the two books. To make the comparison more clear,
it provided some examples presented in tables.

3. Results

The detailed Anis al-Talebin and Odat al-Salekin, corrected and introduced by Khalil
Ebrahim Sari Oghli and with the efforts of Towfigh Sobhani, was published by
Keyhan publication in 1992. Hossein Aghahosseini and Ahmadreza Yalmehha in
their article “To whom belong is Anis al-Talebin and Oddat al-Salekin?”, discussed
the correctness of attributing Khajeh Mohammad Parsa as its owner. The authors
examined different possibilities on the ownership of the work, concluding that we
should not doubt that this work belongs to Khajeh Mohammad Parsa. Aliasghar
Bagherifard in its paper titled “Khajeh Mohammad Parsa” in The Encyclopedia of
Persian Literature mentions the first work belonging to him as Anis al-Talebin and
Oddat al-Salekin. Discussing its attributions to various persons, he says that all the
attributions are wrong. Confirming Aghahosseini and Yalmehha, he explains that
this book belongs to Khajeh Mohammad Parsa.

Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Mahmoud Hafezi Bokhari (died in 822 AH),
known as Khajeh Parsa, is one of the prominent people of Nagshbandi sect. He is
one of the successors of Khajeh Baha al-Din Muhammad Nagshband (died in 791
AH), one of the founders of Nagshbandi sect and a famous Sufi and Mystic of the
8th century (AH). Khajeh Parsa has written many works, one of them is a concise
version of Anis al-Talebin.
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On the significance of the text we can say that although both detailed and concise
texts are generally the same, but there are several differences regarding the style,
structure, the number of anecdotes, the coherence, and sequence of the stories, so
that we con not consider the concise version a summary of the detailed version. Not
only the beginning and the end of this version is totally different from the detailed
version, but there are also some differences regarding the poems and anecdotes. That
is, some of the poems and necdotes of the concise version is absent in the long
version and vice versa. Some of the differences are enumerated below.

Anis al-Talebin is composed in four sections. The titles of the sections are the
same in both versions:

Section one: On the definition of guardianship and guardian (_Js s <sYs);

Section two: On the description of the early life of Khajeh and Khajehs;

Section three: On explaining Soluk and talking and the consequences of Hazrat Khajeh

and mentioning some facts and notes states in the talking gatherings.

Section four: On mentioning the dignities, positions, conditions and works of Khajeh

Parsa.

Khajeh Parsa has used some strategies for the total structure, syntax, sentences,
omitions and additions for writing the concise version of Anis al-Talebin;
consequently he has created and independent and different work from the detailed
text. In the following, the study deals with these strategies, the differences between
the two texts, their style and register of the texts:

1. Deletion: The most remarkable thing in the concise text is deletion. The deletion
includes some words, sentences, the name of the author of the longer version, the
name of the narrators of hadiths, and some religious issues.

2. Addition: Although the concise version is apparently a summary of the detailed one,
some sentences, verses, and even anecdotes are not in the complete version.

3. Transposition: In a few cases in the text of some anecdotes there is a transposition.
For example, one of the anecdotes mentioned in the first section of the detailed
version is presented summarized in the third section of the concise version.

4. Changes and differences in recording words: In some cases, when quoting from
Khajeh Nagshband, some differences have been made in the two manuscripts. The
changes do not seem to be the changes done by the copy-writers, because there is
no difference between the concise and detailed versions.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The significance of the concise text and examining on is plural: 1) The text is the
first one that deals with the life of Khajeh Baha al-Din, the founder of the
Nagshbandiyeh, and the author himself closely and directly saw the life of Khajeh
Baha al-Din; 2) This work is o important in terms of linguistic, literary, historical
and social values; 3) The concise version is an independent of the detailed version,
S0 it deserves to be examined as an independent work and be corrected.

Keywords: Anis al-Talebin and Odat al-Salekin, Complete Version, Condense
Version, Codicology
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