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Abstract

Sa’d al-Din Varavini's version of Tabari’s Marzbannameh by Espahbod Marzban bn
Rostam is one of the major texts in Persian prose heritage. Three revisions of the
work have been published over the last century, but there is not a very authentic
correctd versoin. Being accessable the old precious manuscript dated back to
Thursday, 10 Ramaza, 698 (AH), no. 216 in Istanbul Archeology Museum, it
becomes clear that three other corrected manuscripts bear many mistakes, omitted
parts, added materials, vague contents, mis-reasings, and changes. This issue makes
it necessary to correct the manuscript again. This manuscript is so far the oldest
known version of Marzbannameh in the world. So, this the first time that this
valuable version is introduced in detail. This study introduces the most ancient
manuscript of Marzbannameh and tried to examine and discuss its unique features
under headings the scribe and the scribing date, the writing stle of letters, the
illustrations of the manuscript. Examining his manuscript shows the vast changes,
omitions, additions, vague points, and mis-understandings of other three manuscripts
of Marzbannameh. Some examples are provided at the end of the paper.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Sa’d al-Din Varavini's version of Tabari’s Marzbannameh by Espahbod Marzban bn
Rostam is one of the major texts in Persian prose heritage. Three revisions of the
work have been published over the last century, but we do not a very authentic
correctd versoin. Being accessable the old precious manuscript dated back to
Thursday, 10 Ramaza, 698 (AH), no. 216 in Istanbul Archeology Museum, it
becomes clear that three other corrected manuscripts bear many mistakes, omitted
parts, added materials, vague contents, mis-reasings, and changes. This issue makes
it necessary to correct the manuscript again. This manuscript is so far the oldest
known version of Marzbannameh in the world. Only Mrs. Mariana Simson
introduces and describes three pictures of this version in her paper entitled “the role
Baghdad in developing Iranian painting” (in the collection edited by Shahriar Adl).
So, this sthe first time that this valuable version is introduced in detail.

2. Method

This study introduces the most ancient manuscript of Marzbannameh. It tried to
examine and discuss its unique features. First, the study deals with issues on its
scribe, the handwriting and the date of the writing this manuscript. Then, it discuses
the characteristics of the handwriting, page layout, punctuation, signs, and
illustrations of the manuscript. Finally, it reports some original recordings of the
manuscript. The examination of the manuscript showed that the great language-
oriented manuscript that is opulent with complicated Persian and Arabic words and
phrases became a ground for later writers to make changes the text by moving words
back and forth. Doing this as well as making the text more complicated, adding or
omitting based on their tase and even their ideology, they made manuscripts that are
different from the original one.

3. Results

The scribe and the scribing date: The scribe of this version is Morteza bn Abi Taher
bn Ahmad Kashi. It has been finished on Thursday, 10 of Ramadan of 698 (AH) in
the eastern district of Baghdad, which had been the scientific center of this city. The
title “Kashi” in the name of the scribe implies that Iranian scribes have been copying
manuscripts in Arab Irag.

The writing style of the manuscript is Jali and the scribe does not makes
difference between writing Arabic and Persian phrases except that what is in Arabic
language is written in Mashkul and and the headings of various parts are in Mashkul



and red. The scribe’s script corresponds with the script of Kashanis who were
copying different texts in Baghdad.

The writing stle of letters: The most remarkable issue on writting the letters of
the manuscript is that they are clearly readable and enjoy artistic aspect buties. It
seems that the form of letters and words has been so significant to the scribe. So, in
many cases we can see that he avoids punctuations and cursives. Rerely we can find
a single word that the scribe writes it in the same form throughought the text.

The illustrations of the manuscript: This manuscript has thee illustrations, a
combination of paninting schools of Baghdad and Far East. In all three, a holy
personality, a powerful king or a great scientist is illustrated in the center and a group
of disciples, subordinates and students are illustrated on the periphery of the pages.
The first illustration depicts the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), the second image
depicts Sa’ad al-Din Voravini, and the third image shows that Ilkhan or Vazir
(minister) are sitting. Depicting the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is a rare activity.
Except for the manuscript no. H.841 of Topkapi Palace Museum belonging to
Varghe and Golshah Ayoughi and this copy of Marzbannameh, we do not know any
manuscript before 7" century illustrating the picture of the Prophet Muhammad

(pbuh).

4. Conclusion

Marzbannameh no. 216, kept in the library of the Istanbul Archaeology Museums,
is the oldest known copy of this work. The manuscript has been artiscitcally written
in 10 Ramazan, 698 (AH) by Morteza bn Abi Taher bn Ahmad Kashi in the eastern
Baghdad. This manuscript is in 215 pages (17 lines each) in 10-page bunches on
oriental bege papers. The manuscript has no any decorated page-layout except for
colored writings. Through writing artisticly the letters and words and less
punctuation, the the scrib has tried to provide a meticulously written text. The
manuscript has survived through events over history and except for two pages
perished but re-writen in late 11™" century in Osmani and some water-stained pages,
no damage is seen. The existence of this manuscript shows the vast changes,
omitions, additions, vague points, and mis-understandings of other three manuscripts
of Marzbannameh. Some examples are provided at the end of the paper.

Keywords: Marzbannameh, Marzban bn Rostam, Sa’d al-Din Voravini, Text
Correction, Manuscript
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