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Abstract

Employing myth is one of the aesthetic expressive tools used by modern poets in their
poetry. Its use in modern poetry is so prevalent that it has become one of the most
important phenomena in modern and contemporary literature, distinguishing it as a
feature of modern literature. Almost every poetic work contains symbolic and
mythological references. In an attempt to find a style that harmonizes with nature,
female poets often incorporate myth, creating metaphorical or miraculous images.
Myths are present in the poems of women poets, and many of them utilize these myths
to convey messages about their poetic conditions, as well as their philosophical and
intellectual existence in life.This study adopts a comparative analytical approach to
reveal the manifestations of myth in feminist poetry. The researcher sheds light on
feminist literature and the influence of Western literature on Arab culture through a
comparison between two examples of female poets from modern literature: Edith
Sitwell (1887-1964) and Nazik Al-Malaika (1923-2007). The aim of this study is to
explore the mythological content in the poems of contemporary female poets,
specifically focusing on how myth is employed in modern feminist poetry and its
intensive invocation between these two poets.The results indicate that there is an
influence of Western literature on the poetic development of Nazik Al-Malaika, with
evidence showing that Greek symbols dominate her poetic texts. Additionally, she
incorporates some religious myths based on Christian narratives into her discourse. On
the other hand, Edith Sitwell creates unfamiliar symbols and images from her own
imaginative world. Through this study of the employment of myth in Arab and Western
literature, the mythic image is manifested in the imaginative features of the two poets.
This expression of artistic linguistic text is blended with elements that are relevant to
reality. The present study represents the first attempt to explore this concept by
examining both cultures. It becomes evident that the use of myth serves as a means to
revisit the primal origins of life.
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| started Early - Took my Dog -/And visited the Sea -/ The Mermaids in the Basement
Came out to look at me (Mermaid 1992: pp. 131-132)
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I, Hermes , stand here by the windy tree-lined/ crossroads near the white coastal water,/
sheltering men weary from the road—/ my fountain murmurs cold and clear/ Hermes,

Hermes,/ the great sea foamed,

gnashed its teeth about me;/ but you have waited/ where sea grass tangles/ with shore
grass.( https://www. brinkerhoffpoetry. org/poems/hermes-of-the-ways)
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In the pathway of the sun,/ In the footsteps of the breeze,/ Where the world and sky are
one,/ He shall ride the silver seas,/ He shall cut the glittering wave./ | shall sit at home and
rock;/ Rise, to heed a neighbor’s knock;/ Brew my tea, and snip my thread;/ Bleach the linen
for my bed.They will call him brave (parker,1928,p.34)


https://www.brinkerhoffpoetry.org/poems/hermes-of-the-ways
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Orpheus strutted his stuff./ The bloodless ghosts were in tears./Sisyphus sat on his rock for
the first time in years./Tantalus was permitted a couple of beers./ The woman in _question
could scarcely believe her ears 1 ( Duffy,1999,p.58-62)
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Venus, you too have known the anguished cold / The crumbling years, the fear of growing
old (sitwell ,1965: 320-321)
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I weep for Venus whose body has changed to a meta-/ Physical city/ Whose heart-beat is
now the sound of the revolution (sitwell, 1965:CP. 17-19)
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‘God Pluto is a kindly man; the children ran/ Come help us with the games our dames ban”

He drinks his beer and builds his forge; as red as/ George The fourth his face is that flames
tan (sitwell,1965:11.1-4Cp)
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‘Once [ was golden Helen... but am now a thin / Dry stalk of quaking grass... / What wind,
what Paris (sitwell,1965: 1-6).
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Bound to my heart as Ixion to the wheel,/ Nailed to my heart as the Thief upon the Cross / |
hang between our Christ and the gap where the world was lost / And watch the phantom Sun
in Famine Street (Sitwell, 1965, p. 364).
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The ghost of the heart of man . . . red Cain / And the more murderous brain / Of Man, still
redder Nero(Sitwell, 1965:364).
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But no eyes grieved -- / For none were left for tears / They were blinded as the years /
Mother or Murderer / you have given or taken life / Since Christ was born / Now all is one
(Sitwell, 1965, p. 365).
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