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Abstract

Animal is viewed in traditional literature as a tool and symbol that shows the
human attitude. In the new perspective, however, especially in Deleuze's
view, the animal is no longer a tool in hands of humans but humans must
submit themselves to the animal and get close to animality. Considering the
new concept, this study used the ideas of such thinkers as Deleuze and other
related postmodernist thinkers to examine the characters and features of
Suvashoun novel from the perspective of animality. The main themes that this
study discussed are animality, childhood, madness, humanity. Regarding
animality, we see Suvashoun a dialectic, where antithesis appears in Yusuf's
humanity. Madness and prison are means used for liberating man from his
subjectivity in prison. That is why Zari takes her vow to the madhouse and
distributes it among the prisoners. Desire and body, childhood and femininity,
Kelo’s personality and MakMahon's poetry, and Dr. Abdollah Khan's
mysticism leaves no room for human humanity of Yusuf. He should be the
contemporary Siavash, whose head is innocently cut off in the bowl of his
mythical innocence. Such a Suvashoun not only ensures the liberty of his soul
but accomplishes the animality of Zari.

Keywords: Contemporary Literature, Simin Daneshvar, Animality,
Humanity, Subject, Childhood, Desire, Madness, Body.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In traditional literature, animal is usually a tool and symbol indicating the human
attitude. It is a means for showing ideology and expressing moral, religious, and
mystical issues. In the new perspective, however, especially in Deleuze's view, the
animal is no longer a tool in hands of humans but humans must submit themselves
to the animal and get close to animality. No research has been conducted on
contemporary fictions from this perspective. In Suvashoun, some characters have
gone towards becoming animals. So, exploring the issue was one of the gaps needed
to be explored. From this perspective, the animal in modern literature is no longer a
means. Simin Daneshvar, creating Zari character and her tentative animal-like
society, makes the revolution in text that Al-Ahmad and Yousuf could not establish
because of their ideological failure.

2. Method

This study used an analytical and critical method and the ideas of such thinkers as
Deleuze and other related postmodernist thinkers. The study tried to examine the
characters and features of Suvashoun novel from the perspective of animality.

3. Results

Suvashoun narrates the story of the death, which is the death of Yusuf’s life; that is,
the death of an “animal". The animal, in the sense that we mean, that is Deleuze’s
meaning, is protagonist of Suvashoun and the counterpart of Zari. Zari is the one in
whom subjectivity becomes voiceless animals. The main themes that this paper deals
with are as follows.

Becoming animal: The word “animal” (l,) in Persian is derived from “live”
(_~) and life. Its suitable verb is “becoming” (;,u%) and not “being” (:>5), because
we become animals. Madian and Sahar are two animals in Suvashoun that play role
in the theme of the story. The two permeate each other, “become" adjacent, and in
their “becoming", the “defined" entities achieve the “highest singularity”. From the
perspective of animality, we can say about the characters of Suvashoun the following
issues. Sahar: in Suvashoun is not only the name of a woman but also the name of a
“horse/animal” and the name of a natural phenomenon. Madian (horse): If we
consider Sahar and Guilantaj symbols of “animality" of Zari in her youth, Madian
can be seen as Zari's femininity as Madian is under her Yusuf's thigh. Zari: The
relationship between Zari and the dominance of “animality" in this research is the
kind of relationship that makes her away from the concept “human", which is Yusuf.
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Zari tolerates Yusuf just like Madian and Sahar carry and tolerate being under the
feet of Yusuf and Khosrow.

Childhood: Marjan and Mina, the fetus in Zari’s stomach, Guilantaj, Khosrow
and Hormoz (the dead child of Ammeh Khanom and Sahar’s youngness), all indicate
the presence of a dimension of childhood in this novel, which intends towards one
way or another, depending on the presence of Yusuf's subjectivity or Zari’s
animalilty.

Madness: Zari’s un-subjectivity does not mean that she is completely away from
“agency". Dealing with the madhouse and prison is a way from Zari's habit, which
puts her subjectivity beyond Yusuf's house. Her presence among the outcasts of
society shows implicitly that she seeks a space for dialogue; the dialogue with the
prisoners, whose “voice" is always silent like that of “animals". In Suvashoun, Mrs.
Fotouhi represents the mad dimension of that partisan logic that her brother, Mr.
Fotouhi, is an influencing member. Kelo is an “other” who is added to the story as
the object of Zari's “animality" desire. “Kelo" means mad in the south Iran. Bringing
him to Zari's house by the order of Yusuf, who is the symbol of modern rationality,
imposes a symbolic analysis.

Humanity: “Animality” is the concept forgotten over the history of mankind
because of the concept “perfect man”. Giving some examples of the presence of
manifestations and features of “man”, this research examined her role in Suvashoun.
Yusuf: The duty that Yusuf feels heavy on his shoulders based on his mythic and not
historical awareness is exactly the same that Zari's “becoming an animal" carries and
Yusuf's “human being" does not. Khosrow and Fotouhi: Khosrow and Fotouhi are
discussed under one heading as Zari's look at both of them shows a thing from the
tension between her and her husband, Yusuf. Khosrow in the Lacanian symbolism
bears “father's name”.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In the matter of animality, we see Suvashoun a dialectic, where antithesis appears in
Yusuf's humanity. A novel that its weight is on a horse (Sahar) and its human
correspondent (Zari), Khosrow and Yusuf are riders who fall from the horse.
Madness and prison are means used for liberating man from his subjectivity in
prison. That is why Zari takes her vow to the madhouse and distributes it among the
prisoners. Desire and body, childhood and femininity, Kelo’s personality and
MakMahon's poetry, and Dr. Abdollah Khan's mysticism leaves no room for human
humanity of Yusuf. He should be the contemporary Siavash, whose head is
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innocently cut off in the bowl of his mythical innocence. Such a Suvashoun not only
ensures the liberty of his soul but accomplishes the animality of Zari.

Keywords: Contemporary Literature, Simin Daneshvar, Animality, Humanity,
Subject, Childhood, Desire, Madness, Body
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