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Abstract

The present study aims at providing a clear and reasonable jurisprudential answer to the following questions: What is
the responsibility of someone who is informed of the commission of a crime purely against God’s rights, such as crimes
of breaching chastity or alcohol consumption? Should the person witness the incident and record its details, or should
they neglect the commission of crime? Also, if they encounter such a crime for any reason, should they pursue the issue
to prove the crime to legal authorities, is it obligatory to remain silent, or is it optional? Through an analysis of relevant
verses (a’)/a/rs) and accounts related to the issue and by consulting the opinions ofjurisconsults and analyzing prohahle
theories, it is revealed that bearing witness to the crime and testifying is obligatory upon generalities ( umamat) and
applications (%#/2gat) in case of crimes related to the rights of individuals. However, in cases referred to as crimes purely
against God’s rights (Haqq Allah-i mahdh), bearing witness to the crime is not only nonfmandatory, but also
reprehensible. In such cases, bearing witness is unethical and against the teachings of Sharia, because based on a’)/a]rs
and accounts, violating a person’s privacy and spying (which is necessary in such cases) are prohibited, and hiding the
sin is obligatory. Additionally, bearing witness which can expose oneself to punishment (72%ir) or the penalty of false
accusation (gazf) are both reprehensible and condemned on a logical and jurisprudential basis.
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