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Abstract

About most of the proper names of the Sahnama one can find numerous information in previous
literature, especially in essays, books and entries of encyclopedias. We know the origin of many
of these names, but we do not always know, or previous scholars have not shown with precision,
in what way and through which changes these names reached the Arabic and Persian texts, in
our cases Sahnama. Karsivaz and Afrasiab are among these names. Although their origin in the
Avesta is known, it is not known why they occur in these forms in the Sahnama and/or some
other Farsi, Pahlavi and Arabic texts. In this paper, the author tries to collect and analyze the
different forms of these two names in Pahlavi, Farsi, and Arabic texts and investigate the causes
of their phonetic changes to finally find out why the names Karsivaz and Afrasiab reached the
Sahnama in these to not totally natural forms.
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