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Securitization of the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan: levels and signs
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Mahrough*

Abstract

Foreign policy and providing national interests through it is one of the most basic
needs and at the same time one of the most complex duties of all national
governments. Throughout history, Afghanistan has also passed a difficult path to
achieve national goals and interests, and taking into account its national needs and
possibilities, it has adopted and followed several orientations and approaches in its
foreign policy. Meanwhile, the recent 20-year period, which was associated with
the establishment of the republican system and significant changes in the regional
and extra-regional equations of Afghanistan, and at the same time with many
threats, especially security, is of great importance in the country's foreign policy.
Therefore, the present article seeks to answer the question, "What were the signs of
the securitization of Afghanistan's foreign policy between 2001 and 2021 and at
what levels were they represented?” The hypothesis of the research is that "one of
the most prominent features of Afghanistan's foreign policy in the period under
review is its security aspect, which is the adoption of a security-military approach
and disarmament plans along with the advancement of the peace process at the
domestic level, as well as a political-security approach and The strategic-security
alliance along with lobbying in bilateral and multilateral meetings of the
government and regional and extra-regional conferences at the foreign level have
been one of its most important signs. In order to investigate this hypothesis, the
theoretical framework of securitization and the qualitative method based on the
content analysis approach have been used, and the data of this research has been
extracted from library and internet sources.

Keywords: Afghanistan, foreign policy, signs of securitization, domestic level,
foreign level.
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