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Abstract

Given the high potential for activity in the agricultural sector, empowering rural
women in the cultivation and production of medicinal plants can be an appropriate
strategy for improving the social and economic status of rural women. However,
studies show that this issue has received less attention from researchers. Considering
that Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province is one of the key areas of the country in terms
of medicinal plant production, the main objective of this quantitative and applied
research, which was conducted using a combination of descriptive-analytical methods
and structural equations, is to present an empirical model of the determinants of rural
women's empowerment in the medicinal plants sector in this province. The statistical
population of the research includes all rural women in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province, among whom 209 people were selected as the statistical sample and were
surveyed. SPSS and Amos software were used to analyze the data. The results of the
research showed that the calculated mean for the four dimensions of rural women's
empowerment in the medicinal plants sector (economic, social and cultural,
environmental, and individual and psychological empowerment) were 2.617, 3.218,
2.028 and 1.849, respectively, and were in an overall inadequate state. The results of
the final fitted experimental model showed that the independent variables were able to
explain 70% of the variance of the dependent variable of the research. According to the
total standard effect of the factors included in the final model, the most important



determinants of rural women's empowerment in the medicinal plants sector are:
Formation and development of cooperatives (0.510)Efficient support from the
government sector (0.465)Holding classes and training courses (0.280)Land ownership
(0.193)Monthly income (0.159).
Keywords: Rural development, empowerment, rural women's empowerment,
medicinal plants, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province.



