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Abstract

Purposes: The promotion of study requires a comprehensive approach, and study pathology
should strengthen the motivation to study, expand intellectual horizons and create a new
attitude in students. Focusing on determining the dimensions of students' learning disabilities
in Iranian schools has not been considered so far. The aim of the current research is to identify
the cultural and social factors affecting students' reading in Tehran province.

Methodology: The research is applied in terms of purpose and mixed method and was carried
out using the method of library studies, Delphi and analytical survey. The statistical
population of the research includes two groups of 30 cultural experts (Delphi panel) in such
a way that in the first round, the initial questionnaire was completed by 15 people. After
collecting the results and examining the questions, less important questions were removed
and new questions were added based on the suggestion of experts, and the questionnaire was
again sent to 15 selected experts along with the results of the first round. Completion of the
questionnaire was stopped in the second round of Delphi. In this research, the condition of
stopping Delphi was that all the important indicators are known and no new indicators are
presented by experts; in other words, a consensus is reached. Finally, after the consensus of
the Delphi panel, the questionnaire on the pathology of the students' reading process with 18
items that includes two components, the cultural component (13 questions) and the social
component (5 questions) was obtained. The scoring method is in the range of 1 to 5, from
very low to very high. The reliability of this questionnaire was verified using the Delphi
method. The value of Cronbach's alpha was calculated using SPSS software, and its value
was greater than 0.7 for each of the cultural and social components, which indicated that the



https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4312-7583
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5178-8788
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8469-8543
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9398-6590

2 ol ol s sl tls addllae eloiml g (Kin b olitioann] 1403 Jlo o1 oot 14 o0

questionnaire has good reliability. For the formal validity of the questionnaire, the opinions
of experts in knowledge and information science and especially the valuable opinions of the
research group at the Islamic Azad University of Tehran North Branch were used. Also, in
the second quantitative step (survey), the statistical population was formed by all the teachers
of education in the cities of Tehran province in theoretical elementary and secondary
education levels (first and second periods) in the academic year of 2017-2018, which reached
the number of 26,889 people. According to Cochran's formula, a sample of 379 people was
considered. The components of the questionnaire questions were finalized in this step and
reached 18 items and a total of 376 questionnaires were returned. Then the data was entered
into SPSS software and analyzed. Data analysis was done using one-sample t-test and
analysis of variance test in SPSS 22 software.

Findings: The findings showed that there is a significant relationship between cultural
components and social components and the level of students' reading, and there is also a
significant difference between the mentioned components at the level of different educational
levels of teachers. The distribution of the frequency of opinions of the respondents of the
cultural component, the importance of teaching reading in schools in promoting the reading
ability of students is at the top of the cultural components. It reduces students' reading. In this
research, reading education in schools played the most important role in increasing reading
and social harms in reducing students' reading rate.

Discussion and conclusion: From the examination of the evidences in the schools of the
country, it is concluded that in Iran, the educational program of elementary and secondary
courses is solely based on learning course materials, and there is no provision for proper
planning to create a culture of reading and reading hours. Therefore, referring to other
sources, which is the introduction to research, is automatically removed from the students'
attention and investigation. The elimination of the librarian's organizational post, which has
practically led to the ineffectiveness of school libraries, the lack of attention to intellectuals,
and the spread of oral culture in society, and the fact that one cannot achieve success and
wealth by reading, have caused that reading education in schools is not very popular. In this
situation, the efforts of breeding coaches are not very useful. As a result, we will witness the
education of students who lack the spirit of questioning. If this trend continues, we will not
expect to have a wise generation, and a kind of intellectual freezing will be imposed on the
society. Teaching reading in schools, and reducing social harm through reading provides the
possibility of increasing reading and hope in the society. Also, in this research, while
examining various cultural and social components such as teachers' education and their
teaching methods, reading education, social harms, increasing social awareness through the
media, publishing books and periodicals according to the cultural needs of today's society,
printing picture books, home libraries and serious attention has been paid to essay lessons in
schools.

Originality: Concentration on dimensions of the students' reading harms and try to examine
the matter based on stated variables is an innovation in this research that has been ignored
seriously in Iran's schools so far. Paying attention to this topic can play an important role in
decrease of current reading problems and accelerate social and cultural development process
in different countries. Also, this can help policy makers of cultural domain of the country
take effective and useful steps on producing and strengthening reading culture.

Keywords: Cultural damage, Students, Extracurricular reading, Social damage, Tehran
province.
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