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Abstract

The Qajar era, prior to the Constitutional Revolution, represents a historical period
marked by the dominance of patriarchal discourse. However, this dominance was
not limited to men alone; a group of literate women from upper social classes also
contributed to it. Analyzing the thoughts and ideas of some Qajar women through
their travelogues confirms this issue. Conducted using Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA), this study revealed that the viewpoint of these women about the imposition
of patriarchal discourse was passive, manifesting as “passive acceptance”,
“emotional and ineffective” and ‘“supplementing the atriarchal discourse and
aligning with the reproduction of its elements”. Furthermore, analyzing these texts
revealed that the Qajar women’s travelogue, despite having literacy and special
resources as tools for self-actualization, their awareness remained at a level of
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objectification. Therefore, they did not engage in creation of any new identity. The
reasons for such reactions are rooted in the living in the court environment, being
part of aristocratic families with traditional culture, and being absorbed by it. This
method of encountering the patriarchal discourse and its consequences was adapted
by women travelogue writers, while contemporaries such as Bibi Khanom
Estarabadi were confronting the patriarchal discourse. Bibi Khanom’s voice in
Ma'ayib al-Rijal represents a group of women from prior to the Constitutional
Revolution, who had achieved subjectivity and were striving for liberation from the
others constructed identities. Therefore, although these women left the interior
houses and went on journeys, their minds remained entrenched in the interior of
patriarchal Discourse’s dominance.

Keywords: Travelogue, Women’s Travelogue, Qajar Women, Patriarchal
Discourse, Critical Discourse Analysis

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Qajar era just before the Constitutional Revolution can be considered a period
of historical 'transition' dominated by a patriarchal discourse. This dominance was
not merely done by men. A group of literate women from the high social strata of
society also played a significant role in the dominance. Examination of the
travelogues of some Qajar women confirms this assertion. These writers, as
representatives of a specific group of women, contributed to the stabilization,
completion, and reinforcement of patriarchal hegemony. This study examined the
travelogues of Qajar women as the arms of the patriarchal discourse; an issue that
have been overlooked in existing literature, despite being a crucial component of the
overall picture of women's thought before the Constitutional Revolution. Given the
significance of comparison in analyzing works from a transitional period, and to
complement our analysis, this study included a work from the opposing perspective;
that is, Bibi Khanom Estarabadi's Ma'ayib al-Rijal. This book also belongs to the
pre-constitutional period and represents the viewpoint of women who actively
resisted patriarchal discourse and its consequences. Considering the above issue, this
study tried at first to demonstrate the perspectives of Qajar women travel writers on
women and how they showed the dominance of patriarchal discourse in their
travelogues. The second aim was to analyze these perspectives and their reactions to
the consequences of male dominance. At the end it was tried to compare the
viewpoints of Qajar women travel writers and the ideas of the author of Ma'ayib al-
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Rijal and her contemporaries. It was tried as well to explore some reasons for the
differences in these two groups' reactions to the dominance of patriarchal discourse.

2. Method

This study applied Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Since the terminology and
theoretical foundations of CDA have been frequently reiterated in preliminary works
and educational texts, it was decided to refrain from its repetition. While focusing
on the research question, the analytical capabilities of this research were used. At the
first step, through exploring the travelogues of Qajar women, their attitudes towards
the dominance of patriarchal discourse and its repercussions were analyzed.
Moreover, the reasons behind the emergence of these viewpoints were explored and
identified. Finally, to enrich this analysis, a comparison between the perspectives of
Qajar women travel writers and their opposing views were compared. To do this,
Bibi Khanoum Estarabadi’s Ma'ayib al-Rijal was selected as a book that could be a
representative of the opposing attitude.

3. Results

The examination of the contents of Qajar women's travelogues revealed a passive
and submissive attitude towards the dominance of patriarchal discourse and the
imposed identities associated with it. The imposed identities of patriarchal discourse,
as evident in these travelogues, are the objectification and devaluation of women,
and the travel writers in question were entirely under its influence. The most
significant indicator of this is their reactions to the consequences of patriarchal
discourse and male dominance, as expressed in their narratives of their travels. These
reactions can be broadly categorized into “submissive reactions”, “purely emotional
and ineffective reactions”, and “reactions that complement the dominance of
patriarchal discourse and serve to reproduce its elements”. Moreover, the analysis of
these texts showed that Qajar women travel writers, despite enjoying literacy and
unique opportunities for self-development, their awareness remained at a level of
being objectified. Accordingly, they exhibited no agency in creating a new identity.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The evidence from the travelogues of Qajar women and considering the socio-
historical reports of the pre-constitutional Qajar era, the reasons for such
perspectives and reactions from women travel writers towards the dominance of
patriarchal discourse can be attributed to two primary factors: 1) The social
environment of the court and aristocratic families. On the one hand, due to the power
and status of the monarchy, the intensity of dominance and influence of patriarchal
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discourse was amplified. On the other hand, by restricting aristocratic women more
than women from other social classes, they had fewer opportunities to experience
the external societal environment and became accustomed to a domestic life.
Moreover, the prevailing idleness in their aristocratic lives led to greater passivity.
This environment, with such characteristics, rendered women travel writers passive
and superficial, and they reacted to patriarchal discourse with minds shaped in this
manner; 2) The influence of traditional culture: Part of the passive reactions of Qajar
women travel writers to patriarchal discourse and its consequences can be attributed
to a mindset shaped by traditional culture. This culture is characterized by non-
critical thinking, fatalism, and emotionality. Consequently, fatalistic reactions to
male dominance and purely emotional responses to the consequences of patriarchal
discourse, ultimately accepting male authority, were the effects of the transformation
of women travel writers within traditional culture.

Finally, to complete and strengthen the analysis, a comparison was made. During
the period when the travelogues of Qajar women were being written, representing a
large group of pre-constitutional women, another group existed whose voices were
in opposition to male dominance. This group managed to create subversive works,
constructing a discourse that challenged patriarchal dominance and whose central
idea was the defense of women and a struggle against the mindset of women like the
Qajar travel writers. Bibi Khanom Estarabadi, the author of Ma'ayib al-Rijal, is a
representative of this group. Through arguments based on a deep understanding of
women's issues, she confronted the patriarchal discourse. Because of such reasons
as innate genius, possessing a keen eye, simultaneously witnessing both the internal
and external spaces of the Haramsara through her mother's job, and familiarity with
the new horizon of modernity and the positive aspects of European culture,
Estarabadi could free herself from the everlasting effects of patriarchal discourse.
Moreover, she could see women's issues from a different perspective and critically
examine the elements of patriarchal discourse. Her voice in Ma'ayib al-Rijal is in
fact the voice of a group of pre-constitutional women who had attained subjectivity
and were striving to break free from the identities that others had constructed for
them; however, the women travel writers of Qajar period, although had embarked on
journeys beyond their lands, remained remained trapped within the internal space of
patriarchal discourse and its dominance.
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