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Abstract

The Majalis al-Nafais by Amir Ali-Shir Nawai is the most important source of the
history of Persian literature in the first half of the 9th century and the second half of
the 10th century, especially in the literary center of Herat. This study scrutinized its
corrections and translations., Moreover, this study showed the necessity of
correcting and re-translating the work. The incorrect method of correction, the wrong
prioritization of the versions, the incorrect reading of the Persian verses and the
inefficiency of the language and the script and the alphabet of the previous two
corrections are weak points, as well as the omissions, additions and changes that the
translators made in their translation. Moreover, the new correction and translation of
Majalis al-Nafais was introduced in this study in terms of method; a correction that
has been made based on the two oldest versions: the version belong to the library of
the Istanbul Topkapi Palace Museum (copied in 905 AD) and the version belong to
the Royal Library State of Vienna (copied in 903 AH). In the Persian version, most
adherences have been made to the Joghtai text. This translation-correction includes
the introduction, appendices, and necessary lists.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Majalis al-Nafais is the first Tazkereh (Tazkereh) in the history of Persian literature,
in which Amir Ali-Shir Nawai, in the Turkish language of Joghatai, only discussed
the lives and poetry of poets from the second half of the 9th century to the first half
of the 10th century and lived contemporarily a short time that the personalities lived.
The important and primary information of this Tazkereh has made all historians of
literature to refer to the work for writing the history of Persian literature of the 9™
and 10th centuries AH. The issue has been asserted by Zabihollah Safa in the fourth
volume of The History of Literature in Iran by frequent use of the book. Therefore,
Majalis al-Nafais can be considered the main and most significant source of the
history of Persian literature in the literary center of Herat over the Timurid and early
Safavid periods. So soon, Amir Ali-Shir's work influenced many Tazkerehs and
pseudo-Tazkerehs, so that a historian like Khandamir took part of the information
related to Herat's literary men directly from Joghatai text of Majalis al-Nafais and
recorded it in Habib al-Seyr.

The issues posed in this study mainly are: a) The content of Majalis al-Nafais has
been gradually deleted, added, and modified; B) The year 896 AH is not the start and
end date of the compilation of this Tazkereh. It may have started in the same year or
a little before that, but it was revised by the author until 905 A; C) Among about 82
versions of Majalis al-Nafais, three versions are Topgapi-Sarai, Vienna and Fateh
Aghdam and Asah; D) Despite the two editions of Ghaniva and Araslan from Majalis
al-Nafais, it is still necessary and useful that this Tazkereh is corrected again based
on the Aghdam and Asah versions so that it has the most similarity to the original
text of Amir Ali-Shir; E) There are been many mistakes in the existing translations
of Majalis al-Nafais, so, this Tazkereh needs a literal translation based on a revised
correction, which can connect the audience to the writings of Amir Ali-Shir with
minimum differences.

2. Method

Library resources and comparative method was used for this study. So, the content
is either based on the comparison of the three authentic versions of Majalis al-Nafais,
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or the comparison of the two most recent editions with their original version, or the
comparison of the authentic version of this Tazkereh with its translations.

3. Results

Incorrect method of proofreading, wrong prioritization of versions, incorrect reading
of Persian verses, and ineffectiveness of language, calligraphy and alphabet are
among the weaknesses of the two editions of Ghaniva and Araslan from Majalis al-
Nafais by Amir Ali-Shir Nawai, which doubles the necessity of re-correction; a
correction made based on the oldest and most authentic versions and without the
interference of the previous scribes and correctors. Moreover, the omissions,
additions and changes of the existing translations of Majalis al-Nafais also
strengthen the need for a literal translation of this Tazkereh; a translation that adheres
most closely to the writing style and content of Amir Ali-Shir’s version.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Majalis al-Nafais is the most important source of the history of Persian literature in
the second half of the 9th century and the first half of the 10th century. Due to its
significance, it has been translated from Turkish to Persian several times and
corrected twice, but not the corrections are even close to Amir Ali-Shir's latest
review neither the content of the translations exactly matches his writing. This is
because: 1) The correctors, with an incorrect method of eclectic correction, have
transferred some recordings of the alternative versions to the text without any
necessity. These recordings have either been replaced by the recordings of the
original version or they are not mentioned in the original version at all. Instead, some
of the recordings of the original version have been moved from the text to the
footnotes due to their absence in the alternative version; 2) The correctors have not
prioritized the versions of Majalis al-Nafais correctly. That is, they should have used
Topkapi-Sarai and Vienna versions as the first and second version, but Ghaniva did
not use Topkapi-Sarai's edition and Araslan did not use Vienna's edition; 3)
Correctors made mistakes in reading some Persian verses due to unfamiliarity with
Persian poetry; 4) The language, script and alphabet of the two corrections may be
suitable for the use of Turkish-speakers, but the Joghata language and Turkish script
and alphabet, especially the absence of Persian translation in both corrections, are
useless for Persian speakers; 5) In none of the translations of Majalis al-Nafais - as
it should be - adherence to the Joghatai text of this Tazkereh has not been considered,
because the translators have either completely removed some stories or changed
parts of their sentences and have not translated. Instead, they have added sentences
to their translation that are not in the Joghatai text of Majalis al-Nafais, and in some
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cases they have translated the sentences of this Tazkereh in a different way; 6)
Correcting Majalis al-Nafais based on the eclectic method that Ghaniva and Araslan
took is not efficient and scientific. The best way of correcting this book is to correct
it based on the original version. There exists a authentic and valid version, which
was written during the lifetime of Amir Ali-Shir and one year before his death. The
author reviewed and revised the copy for the last time after finishing the writing; 7)
After the revised and reliable correction of Majalis al-Nafais, it is necessary to make
a precise and reliable translation of it, which has the most adherence to the text of
Jaghatai, so that Persian-speakers can understand the literal content of Majalis al-
Nafais. None of the previous translations have translated the work word for word, so
that the audience can communicate with thecontent and the author's words through
the translation. Therefore, the literal method was used in the new translation of
Majalis al-Nafais, and an attempt was made to not interfere with the text so that, in
addition to the accurate translation of the words, even its lexical arrangement and
syntactic structure would not be confused.
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