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Abstract

Reincarnation is the foundation of ethics and eschatology of Hindu religion. Bidel
Dehlavi, a famous Persian poet, has repeatedly mentioned the issue of reincarnation
in his Masnavis. This study investigated the concept of reincarnation in Bidel's
Masnavis. In Hindu religion, man is reborn according to the law of karma (action
and reaction) to achieve the results of his actions. This birth and reincarnation that is
called "Samsara" continues until a person discovers the ultimate truth within himself.
According to the Upanishads, the purpose of reincarnation is to recognize the true
Atman or soul. This soul is oblivious to its truth due to mixing with material and
physical screens. The material and elemental soul undergoes reincarnation until it
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can remove the material and physical veils and come to know its truth and become
unified with it. Accordingly, the heaven and hell of man is in this world. Heaven is
enjoying the blessings of this world, and hell is rebirth and distance of man from
Atman or his truth. In Bidel's Masnavis, reincarnation, both theoretically and in
mystical stories, is a concept documented in the ontological concepts of Hindu
religion.

Keywords: Bidel, Reincarnation, Hindu Religion, Atman

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Reincarnation is considered a fundamental philosophical and mystical concept in
Hinduism. Reincarnation, or the cycle of rebirth, states that an immortal soul
undergoes repeated births in various forms (mineral, plant, animal, or human), Here
the soul of human being does not perished but transmitted. The Vedas and
Upanishads are among the oldest sacred texts of Hinduism. They extensively discuss
reincarnation through the lenses of Brahman and Atman. Hindus interprets the
concepts of monotheism, the afterlife, and heaven and hell through the lens of
reincarnation. They believe that the true essence of the human soul is identical to the
impersonal, universal spirit (Brahman). This soul, though present in all beings, is
obscured by material existence. The goal of human life, therefore, is to realize this
unity and transcend the cycle of birth and death. While the material body undergoes
change, the true self remains constant. That is, human is god. But material aspect of
human beings obstacle the truth. They call this aspect of the true human soul “Nirgun
Brahman” or “Nothingness”. The true nature and principle of monotheism is also to
reach this state.

Hindu philosophy states that while the material body undergoes change, the
Atman, or the true self, remains constant. It is this material aspect that is subject to
reincarnation. The law of karma determines the nature of one's rebirth, based on the
deeds performed in previous lives. Liberation from this cycle, known as moksha, is
achieved when the individual soul realizes its identity with the universal soul. People
after death may be born again as a body, a plant, an animal, or in a certain social
class among humans. It depends on their actions in the next birth. Reincarnation
make people to experience heaven and hell in this world. Reincarnation that is called
"samsara" continues until the individual can understand the truth within himself (the
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Atman or true soul). In this case, he becomes one with nothingness and non-existence
and achieves liberation (moksha).

A cursory examination of Bidel's poems reveals the presence of the concept of
reincarnation. Some scholars have debated whether Bidel's understanding of
reincarnation was primarily influenced by Islamic mysticism or if he also drew upon
Hindu concepts. Accordingly, a comprehensive study is needed to determine the
exact sources and influences shaping Bidel's views on this complex topic.

2. Method

For doing this research, at first, the doctrine of reincarnation in Bidel’s Masnavis are
explained. Then, the concept of reincarnation in the oldest mystical sources of
Hinduism, including the Upanishads and the thoughts and ideas of prominent
philosophers of Hinduism are discussed. Finally, through exploring the mystical
concepts of Hinduism and Bidel’s Masnavis, the epistemological similarities of the
concept of reincarnation according to the teachings of these sources are discussed.

3. Results

Bidel drew upon Hindu mystical sources, particularly the Upanishads, to expound
on the philosophy of life, the return of the soul, and the concept of the afterlife.
Influenced by the beliefs prevalent in his society, he presented his own interpretation
of reincarnation. Bidel believes that the true essence of the human soul is identical
to the absolute void or non-existence (Nirgun Brahman). This soul exists in all beings
in the universe, but remains unrecognized by most. Only humans have the capacity
to realize this ultimate truth. The truth is that the sole absolute reality is "non-
existence". Those who achieve this realization will perceive all manifestations of the
universe as illusory and will identify themselves with the void, or ultimate reality.
This void, in essence, is the absolute existence from which all beings originate and
to which they return after repeated births and deaths. However, not all humans attain
this realization. Only those who endure hardships and transcend their material and
physical aspects can achieve this understanding.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Bidel believes that the purpose of creation is to manifest as a human being. To
facilitate this, all elements and beings in the universe undergo constant cycles of
reincarnation. This continuous process of rebirth, termed samsara in Hinduism,
occurs repeatedly until the human form is attained. The specific form or social status
assumed in each rebirth is determined by one's past actions. Individuals who are
distant from realizing the ultimate truth (non-existence or Nirgun Brahman)
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experience a more solidified state of existence in subsequent births, often
manifesting as inanimate objects. Conversely, those who are closer to realizing the
truth may undergo a transformation and be reborn into a higher social class among
humans.

He believes that reincarnation occurs at the aspect of the material and physical
aspects of the soul. The true essence of the human soul (Paramatman), which is
identical to the void or non-existence (Nirgun Brahman) and constitutes one's true
identity, remains constant and unaffected by the change. The consequence of
people’s actions, whether good or bad, do not impact the true essence. In reality,
heaven and hell are experienced in this very world. When an individual successfully
comprehends their true nature, they achieve unity with this essential soul.
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