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China's Strategic Vision of the Bab al-Mandab Strait

Mohammad Javad Fathi®, Akbar ghafooriz, kamand Bahrami Yarahmadi®

Abstract

The geostrategic importance of international straits has made the world powers
consider it inevitable to try to gain some influence in such vital arteries. Following
the inclusive and progressive economic growth, China has placed overseas action
aimed at achieving commercial benefits through dominating foreign markets in its
strategic agenda. In this regard, the "Maritime Silk Road" initiative, as one of the
axes of the so-called "Belt and Road Initiative", is the main driver of this country to
achieve such a goal. The fundamental and reinforcing element of the maritime
route is the waterways such as Bab al-Mandeb, which as a shortcut, enables Beijing
to establish direct links with the ports and target markets. The current research,
using the qualitative method and the analytical descriptive approach, seeks to
answer the question of what is the position of the Bab al-Mandeb Strait in China's
strategic view. The hypothesis of the article is that the Bab al-Mandeb strait can be
analyzed and explained from China's strategic point of view under the macro-
political and security sphere with the aim of defending maritime trade and
accelerating the process of completing the New Silk Road through balancing
against the United States. It should be said that China's hardware or military plans
and software efforts and development are centered on the two countries adjacent to
Bab al-Mandab, namely Djibouti with the focus on the development of the multi-
purpose economic and military port of Doraleh and Yemen with the focus on
strengthening the infrastructure of the ports of Aden and Al-Mukha and trying to
infiltrate In Prim Island, on the one hand, and avoiding entering into regional
crises, on the other hand, it can be evaluated in order to guarantee and consolidate
economic and political goals.

Key words: Babalmandb Strait, New Silk Road, international competition, critical
geopolitics.
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