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State Responsibility and Global Ethics in Asylum and
Migration
A Critical Analysis of Michael Walzer's State-
Centric Perspective

Ali Esmaeili Ardakani!, Amirreza Amirpour?, Tannaz Karimi Pashaki®

Abstract

Migration and asylum are global issues that affect a significant portion of the
global population. The solution to migration and asylum challenges depends on the
actions of national governments and necessitates substantial global collaboration
among national governments, governmental and non-governmental organizations,
and institutions. In this regard, the tension between the exclusive duties and
legitimacy of national governments in policymaking regarding the individual and
collective rights of migrants and refugees, on the one hand, and their conflict with
human rights and other values and norms based on the international order, on the
other, has fueled significant debates in migration and asylum policy and ethics.
There is considerable disagreement among scholars about how morality and state
responsibility intersect in the context of migration and asylum. Universalists
advocate for a broad view of state responsibility, whereas statists adopt a more
limited interpretation. Among these thinkers, the contemporary philosopher
Michael Walzer holds a distinctive position. His ideas represent an evolutionary
and dialectical approach that combines national state responsibility with an
emphasis on international ethics. In light of the prevailing dualities in philosophical
and political approaches to migration and asylum, particularly as illustrated by
Michael Walzer's perspective, this article seeks to offer a novel interpretation of the
intertwined concepts of state responsibility and international ethics. It aims to
answer a central question: What form of relationship between state responsibility
and international ethics can inform the formulation of policies on migration and
asylum?

Keywords: State Responsibility, Asylum, Michael Walzer, Universalists,
International Ethics
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Trends at a Glance
89,3 MILLION

on FORCIBLY DISPLACED WORLDWIDE
. at the end of 2021 as a result of persecution, conflict, violence,

human rights violations or events seriously disturbing public order.
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40M

o 274 million refugees  53.2 million 4.6 milion 4.4 million

200 21.3 million refugees Interna‘l\ydIsp\aced asylum seekers  Venezuelans .
under UNHCR's mandate people displaced abroad®

oM 5.8 million Palestine refugees

under UNRWA's mandate
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