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Abstract

This study introduced an ancient book called Al-Mo'tabar fi llm al-Ta 'bir, written in
Persian and probably in the West of Iran. Ibrahim bin Ismail bin Ibrahim Bakri
Zanjani Shirazi (died at 683 AH in Shiraz), the Shafe’i Muhaddith (scholar of hadiths
of Shafe’i sect), wrote this dream book in 666 AH and dedicated it to Khajeh Shams
al-Din Mohammad Joveini, a renowned Ilkhanate minister. So far, only one copy of
this work is known, which, according to the textual evidence, is probably the author's
copy produced in 666 AH. This unique copy is kept in Amcazade Huseyin Pasha
Library in Turkey, the microfilm of which is preserved in the Central Library of
Tehran University. In addition to introducing the manuscript of the work, this study
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focused the author and his religion, his sources for writing this book, the structure of
the book, and its significance. Some of the author's sources used for compiling this
work are Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta 'bir, Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta 'bir, Ta bir al-Ro ’ya by ibn
Qutayba, Ta'bir al-Ro'ya by Artemidorus Ephesius (translated by Hunayn ibn Ishag).

Keywords: Ibrahim bin Ismail Bakri Zanjani Shirazi, Dream Interpretation, Al-
Ghaderi fi al-Ta bir, Al-Tahbir fi llm al-7a 'bir, Al-Mo 'tabar fi Iim al-Ta bir

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Al-Mo'tabar fi llm al-Ta'bir is a forgotten Persian dream interpretation book, written
in the 7th century AH. It has also been known under the names “Al-Monir fi llm al-
Ta'bir” and “Al-Kashf al-Monir fi Ilm al-Ta'bir”, but considering that the name “Al-
Mo'tabar fi Ilm al-Ta'bir” appears in many pages of the manuscript, other names are
not valid. It seems that Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ismail ibn lbrahim Bakri Zanjani
Shirazi (known as Sharaf al-Din Shafe’i) wrote this book in 666 AH.

This work is categorized into two main sections. The first section, organized
similar to most Arabic and Persian dream books, elaborates in detail in 17 chapters
on the principles of interpretation of dreams. The second section is divided into an
introduction and seven essays. This section begins with describing the images seen
in dreams and their interpretations. The author then supports, supplements, and
clarifies these images and interpretations with relevant anecdotes. The seven essays
of the second section, respectively, are about the following issues: Essay 1: On
seeing the truth and what belongs to it; Essay 2: On seeing things that are inclined
towards the incentives; Essay 3: On seeing a human in states of life and death; Essay
4: On seeing other animals; Essay 5: On seeing the sea and what belongs to them;
Essay 6: On seeing the land, what has been built on it and related matters; and Essay
7: On seeing the uncreated and related matters.

2. Method

This study relied on library resources. The only so far well-known version of the
studied text is no. 273, belonging to Amcazade Huseyin Pasha Pasha collection in
the Suleymaniye Library of Istanbul. Moreover, a copy of the version (no. 497-F) is
kept in the Central Library of Tehran University.
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3. Results

Although the word “a4;3+” has been added next to “s <J” in the remaining final page
of this manuscript, the name of the author is not explicitly mentioned anywhere else
in the work. Moreover, there is no reference to Al-Mo'tabar fi IlIm al-Ta'bir in his
other works. Only in some lists of manuscripts, the name is mentioned. Accordingly,
one possible guess is that Ibrahim ibn Ismail Bakri just have been responsible for
scribing this book, though the possibility is very weak because of the references of
this work to Shafe’i ideas and its abundance with the numerous anecdotes about
Imam Shafe’i. As it is well-known that Bakri was a Shafe’i, it is less likely that he
is only a scribe. Consequently, unless authentic evidence is at hand, the role of Bakri
as the author or the scribe of Al-Mo'tabar fi IIm al-Ta'bir is uncertain.

There is no explicit statement in the introductory or concluding parts of the
manuscript about the place of composition. It is only possible to guess the place of
composition or scribing this work based on textual clues. In the page 2r, the
author/scribe dedicates this work to “the great superior and respected man, the most
prominent and knowledgeable polar, the master of the centuries, the establisher of
security and safety foundations, the creator of the pillars of religion and faith, the
giver of the desires of favor and benevolence... the sun of the world, truth, and
religion, the helper of Islam and the guard of Muslims”. He also calls the man “a
grace for Khorasan and Iraq”. Considering the titles, we come the conclusion that he
is one of the rulers of that era.

Considering the mentioned titles about the ruler, the composition of this work in
666 AH, and since the author of author of The History of Islam and the Biographies
of Famous People points out Shams al-Din Joveini and his sons under the name of
Bakri Zanjani Shirazi, one can conclude that this famous minister is Shams al-Din
Mohammad Joveini, who during the reign of Abagha Khan llkhani (663-680 AH)
was governing in Tabriz, and his son, Khajeh Baha al-Din Mohammad governing in
Isfahan and a large part of Persian Irag. It is worth mentioning that although this
page is new, considering the author’s completing expressions for the ruler, that is,
“May God strengthen his supporters and double his power and authority throughout
the ages”, one can easily conclude that this page was added when Khajeh Shams al-
Din Joveini was governing.

Moreover, since al-Zahabi in The History of Islam and the Biographies of
Famous People mentions Bakri's teaching and discussions in Maragheh and Tabriz,
focusing on Taj al-Din al-Sawawi’ Al-Anwar al-Lom a fi al-Jam' Bayan al-Sihah al-
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Sab’a, and since he mentions the presence of the ruler in Tabriz, one can conclude
that though the place of composition or copying this manuscript has not been clearly
mentioned, it may have been produced in Tabriz or its vicinity.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This research introduced an ancient dream book titled Al-Mo'tabar fi IIm al-Ta'bir.
It seems that Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ismail ibn Ibrahim Bakri Zanjani Shirazi (known
as Sharaf al-Din Shafe’i) wrote it in 666 AH. This book consists of two main
sections. The first section that is structured similar to the common structure of Arabic
and Persian dream books entails 17 chapters on the principles of interpreting various
dreams. The second section is divided into an introduction and seven essays. The
author describes the dreamed images and their interpretations. Then, he adds the
interpretations with some anecdotes, supporting, supplementing, and explaining the
images and their interpretations. For writing this book, Bakri Zanjani Shirazi used
several sources such as Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir, Ibon Qutaybah’s Ta'bir al-Ro'ya,
Ta'bir al-Ro'ya by Artemidorus Ephesius, and Al-Tahbir fi llm al-Ta'bir. From
among these sources, he used Al-Ghaderi fi al-Ta'bir and Al-Tahbir fi 1lm al-Ta'bir
more than other Arabic and Persian dream books. This book is of great significance
in terms of its subject, its linguistic and lexical characteristics, its social and
anthropological issues, and the anecdotes and poems within this book. Therefore,
introducing and publishing this book play a significant role towards a better
understanding of Persian dream books and their relationship with Arabic dream
books.
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