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Abstract

Nabaz Goran is one of the Kurdish novelists in the contemporary period, whose special approach in
his literary works is aimed at representing the sufferings of the Kurdish people in the lands under
the domination of the colonialist, totalitarian and fascist governments and the image of the oppressed
humanity of the contemporary human in the period of hegemony of war and violence on the fate of
the oppressed people. The novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, in which the tragic life of the straw seller’s
girl and the contemporary political events of her era are depicted, is a realistic account of socio-
political events arising from the authoritarian rule of the Qajar and the British colonization of the
Kurdish lands that the fate of its people in the vortex of colonialism leads to suffering and
ineffectiveness of independence and political freedom, alienation and trampling of human dignity,
looting of national wealth and fragmentation of geographical borders. Given that so far no
independent research has investigated the consequences of British colonialism in the novel The
Straw Seller’s Girl, this research aims to investigate this phenomenon in this novel. The fundamental
issue of the current research is that how and in what formats the features of colonialism are
manifested in the novel The straw seller’s girl and what concepts they are linked to. In order to
investigate this issue, the author has used the descriptive-analytical method based on the sociological
investigation of the features of colonialism in this novel. The usurpation and occupation of the land,
the geographical division and fragmentation of Kurdistan, the looting of the resources and wealth of
the Kurdish lands and the appointment of the rulers are among the most frequent consequences of
the British colonial over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller’s Girl that, with a comprehensive
historical-political approach, narrates the bitter suffering and trampling of another Kurdish identity
in the process of looking at the Middle East and Eastern man as material organisms of processing
and productivity in the cycle of providing the needs of the Western imperialist world.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

By resorting to military power and expanding dominance over Kurdistan through a
puppet central government, imperialist regimes provided the platform for the
activities of Western colonial companies and cartels and subsequently the plunder of
oil and natural resources. On the other hand, through the conclusion of regional
agreements such as the Sykes-Picot political agreement in 1916 between the British
and French governments and the design of a new map of the Middle East after the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the division of the territories under its control
among themselves, they paved the way for the collapse of the structural cohesion
and the disintegration of the geographical structure of Kurdistan that was a prelude
to entering a new colonial era by protecting the remaining colonies of the Ottoman
state and also paving the way for advancing the policy of weakening the
interconnected military structure of Kurdish tribes and nomads through geographical
separation and fragmentation among neighboring states.

Considering the specific manifestation of the hegemonic aspects of British
colonialism over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller ’s Girl, and also because no
independent study has yet examined this phenomenon of this novel, this study
intends to conduct a sociological analysis of the consequences of British colonial
rule over Kurdistan in this novel and answer the following questions:

1- What factors have led to the representation of the manifestations of British colonial
rule over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw Seller’s Girl?

2- What are the manifestations of British colonial hegemony over Kurdistan in the
novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, and in what forms and images does it appear?

2. Method

This study uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine the consequences of the
British colonial government’s domination over Kurdistan in the novel The Straw
Seller’s Girl. For this purpose, parts of the novel that focus on colonialism and its
manifestations and factors of emergence were analyzed, and by applying the theories
of such scholars as Nardo, Mommsen, Memmi, Magdaff, Kazloff, Yacono, etc., the
manifestations of colonialism are analyzed through conceptual and theoretical
definition within a theoretical framework. Then, by citing the text of the novel The
Straw Seller’s Girl and providing illustrative examples, the consequences of the
hegemony of the British colonial government over Kurdistan, such as land
usurpation and occupation, geographical division and fragmentation of Kurdistan,
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plunder of the resources and wealth of Kurdish-populated lands, and the appointment
of puppet rulers are analyzed.

3. Results

The colonial governments’ comprehensive reading of the economic, political, and
geographical macrostructure of the Kurdish lands and the rationalist perspective
based on depth perception in the functionalist interpretation of the invisible layers of
Kurdistan’s strategic context and the application of its geopolitical highway to
continue colonial hegemony over protectorates and colonies, and the structuralist
analysis of its economic bottleneck in accessing international ports and open waters,
led to the occupation of Kurdistan by the British Empire and the imposition of
colonial domination over it.

The reversal of the life cycle of European states in the process of transformation
from introversion and self-sufficiency to extroversion and heterotrophy as a result of
the change in the social structure of organic society to industrial and subsequently
the dependence of the gears of Western modernism on energy resources,
simultaneously with the increasing need of the war chariots of the countries involved
in the First World War for fossil fuels and also the foresight of the colonial empires
in seizing oil reserves based on the structured foresight on the analysis of the energy
economy and underground resources in the political, economic and military
landscape after the World War, led to the plunder of the oil and natural resources of
Kurdistan by colonial states such as Britain.

The output of the rationalist philosophy of British politicians in perceiving the
interaction of military presence and long-term static survival in the colony with the
increasing costs of direct domination over Kurdish lands and the inevitability of the
evolutionary process of the Kurdish colonized achieving exclusionism and boycott
in their interactions with the colonizer during the escalating process of the colony’s
transformation into a hell of xenophobia and anti-colonialism in recognizing the
symptoms of British colonialism as a festering wound on the body of the motherland,
as well as the necessity of changing the colonial strategy in order to continue the
cycle of capital export from the colony to the metropolis by implementing a policy
of avoiding military intervention in the control of Kurdistan, was colonial activism
by advancing the policy of protection and indirect domination over Kurdish lands
through local puppet rulers.

The result of projecting the fate of Kurdistan into the abyss of oblivion in the
basement of the lack of colonial conscience and the fragmentation of the borders of
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Kurdish-populated lands based on the colonial plan of disintegration of convergent
geographical continua was the wandering of the Kurdish person, and the alienation
and ruin of the political future of a land whose bonds of his existence were torn apart
in the guillotine of the Sykes-Picot Agreement, and the residual fate of itself and its
people, in the whirlpool of alienation and dissociation arising from the lack of
identity resulting from being under the four flags of four countries, was thrown from
one place to another in the mill of history at every moment.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The British colonial government’s domination over Kurdistan, along with the
outbreak of the First World War and the subsequent ratification of the Sykes-Picot
Agreement to delineate the geographical borders of the Middle East after the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire, transformed the Kurdish lands into a British colonial enclave
and a center for the plunder of oil and natural resources and pushed the fate of the
Kurds into a vortex of destruction and loss of a denied identity following the
disintegration of the geography of Kurdistan and the division of its territories among
neighboring countries. In this regard, a large part of the Kurdish-populated lands
came under the domination and occupation of the British government, and its natural
resources and reserves were exploited and it became the driving force behind the
economic cycle of Western and colonial governments and in the process of
continuing hegemony and imposing dominance through the transformation of direct
rule into local puppet government and, subsequently, during the redefinition of
border lines and the geographical disintegration and division of Kurdistan, the dream
of an independent land was buried in the collective unconscious of the Kurdish
people. In her novel The Straw Seller’s Girl, Nabaz Goran vividly depicts the
political and social crises resulting from the hegemony of British colonialism over
Kurdistan. He depicts the trampled humanity and the turbulent fate of the Kurdish
people, deprived of an independent identity, in the shadow of the hegemony of the
British colonialism.
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1. Phobic and schizophrenic hysteria
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1. Microorganisms
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1. Catalysis
2. Paranoid stress
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