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Abstract

Hamza Isfahani, in his book Tarikh Sint Muliik al-Ard wa al-Anbiya, utilized eight books
to compile the chronology of the kings of Iran, one of which was Tarikh Mulitk Bani Sasan,
written by Miisa ibn Isa Kasravi. Based on the information that Hamza provides from
Kasravi and by examining historical sources such as Tarikh al-Tabart and Tarikh al-Kamil
by Ibn al-Athir, it can be concluded that Misa ibn Isa Kasravi, in collaboration with Hasan
ibn ‘Alt Hamdan1 (Raqgam Maragha), compiled a list of years or a chronology of the
Sasanian kings between 255 and 261 AH. This list differs from the accounts of most
historians of the first four centuries of Islam. Many scholars believe that Kasravi's
chronology was based on Arabic sources and that he probably used books like Siyar al-
Muluk al-Furs. Therefore, the question arises: What sources did Miisa ibn Isa Kasravi use
to compile the list of Sasanian kings? Did Kasravi have access to the Xwaday-namag and
Pahlavi sources, or did he primarily rely on the Arabic translations of the Xwaday-namag
(i.e., the Siyar al-Muliik al-Furs)? This article, through document analysis and a
comparison of the chronology of the Sasanian kings in historical sources (up to 400 AH),
demonstrates that Kasravi used at least seven sources for his research, including the list of
Sasanian kings found in the works of 1bn Habib and Ibn Qutayba.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

What researchers know about Miisa ibn Isa Kasravi and his book on the chronology
of Iranian Kings is primarily based on Hamza Isfahani’s statements in Tarikh Sini
Mulitk al-Ard wa al-Anbiya. Hamza claims to have used eight books, yet he
explicitly names only seven. Rosen inferred that the eighth book was likely Tarikh
Muliik Bani-Sasan by Misa ibn Isa Kasravi, which scribes inadvertently omitted.
Kasravi mentions that he examined a book called Khwaday-namag, which, after
being translated from Pahlavi into Arabic, was titled Tarikh al-Mulitk al-Furs. He
further explains that through multiple meticulous comparisons of its versions, he
discovered that no two copies were identical due to errors made by the translators.
To ensure accuracy, he consulted Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani for his expertise in
astronomical calculations (zij). Together with Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani, Kasravi
cross-referenced the regnal years of the Arsacid and Sasanian dynasties with the
Alexandrian chronology recorded in astronomical tables.

2. Method

Misa ibn Isa Kasravi and other early Islamic historians did not construct the
chronology of Iranian kings based on personal opinions; instead, they relied on
trusted sources. In this regard, Hamza Isfahani’s identification of sources is
particularly significant. By examining similarities and differences in the Sasanian
chronology across historical texts from the first four centuries of Islam, these
accounts can be classified into three distinct categories. This article applies
document analysis, comparing Kasravi’s list with those of early Islamic historians to
answer the key questions: What were Kasravi’s sources and methods for compiling
the Sasanian chronology? Did he use the Khwaday-namag or its Arabic translations
(Siyar al-Muliik al-Furs)?

3. Results

According to Hamza Isfahani, citing Kasravi, the duration of Sasanian rule from
Ardashir | to Yazdegerd Ill was recorded as 786 years and 289 days. However,
Kasrav1 adjusted this to 696 years and 9 days. Hamza’s own chronology, derived
from a Zij, differed from Kasravi’s by 90 years, 9 months, and 10 days. This suggests
Kasravi used an astronomical table, likely one of the Zijs authored by Abu al-Abbas
al-Neyrizi, identified by 1bn al-Nadim as the author of al-Zij al-Kabir and al-Zij al-
Saghir.
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Kasravi’s chronology closely aligns with Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Habib al-
Baghdadi (d. 245 AH), particularly from Hormizd Il to Yazdegerd Ill, showing
consistency in fifteen entries. Ibn Habib recorded the Sasanian period as 419 years
and 5 months, significantly shorter than Kasravi’s 600 years, indicating he did not
rely on a Zij. Notably, Ibn Habib assigned Kavad | a reign of 43 years, which matches
Kasravi’s figure from al-Siyar al-Saghir, whereas al-Siyar al-Kabir states 68 years.
This suggests Ibn Habib’s list aligns with al-Siyar al-Saghir, a source Kasravi used.

Another source with similarities to Kasravi’s chronology is Hamza’s citation of
the kings of Iraq al-‘Arab or the Lakhmids. Some reign durations match only
Kasravi’s account. For example, Bahram I’s rule of 9 years and 3 months and
Bahram II’s 23-year reign appear only in Kasrav1’s list. Bahram III’s reign is given
as 13 years and 6 months in one list and 13 years and 4 months by Kasravi, showing
close agreement. The total duration in this list is 451 years and 4 months, indicating
that it was not based on a Zij.

Ibn Qutayba’s al-Ma ‘arif also shares elements with Kasravi’s list, though it
belongs to a different branch of historical accounts. They align in five instances:
Bahram II’s 17-year rule, Narseh’s 9 years, Bahram V’s 23 years, Yazdegerd II’s 18
years and 5 months, and Piroz II’s 2 months. The identical duration of Yazdegerd
II’s reign in both accounts suggests that Kasravi either directly referenced Ibn
Qutayba’s work or relied on a shared source.

Overall, Kasravi’s Sasanian chronology appears to be a synthesis of multiple
sources. While his reliance on a Zij aligns with Hamza’s observations, many of his
figures match historical lists unrelated to astronomical tables.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The comparison of Mousa Isa Kasravi’s list with the lists of historians from the first
four centuries of Islam reveals that Kasravi relied on at least seven sources to
compile his own list:

1. With the assistance of Hasan ibn Ali Hamadani, he extracted the chronology of
Sasanian kings from the book of Zij (probably the Zij al-Kabir by Neyrizi). Kasravi
then compared this chronology with other lists and chronologies of Sasanian kings.
If the chronology obtained from the Zij matched one of his sources, he included it
in his work.

2. The list of Sasanian kings found in Al-Muhabbar, authored by Abu Ja‘far
Muhammad ibn Habib al-Baghdadi (d. 245 AH). It is likely that these accounts
originated from al-Siyar al-Saghir. Kasravi incorporated the chronologies of
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"Hormizd 1", "Hormizd I1", "Shapur 11", "Ardashir 1I, son of Hormizd", "Balash,
son of Peroz I, "Kavad 1", "Khosrow I", "Khosrow 1", "Kavad Il, son of Khosrow
11", "Ardashir I, son of Kavad II", "Shahrbaraz", "Khosrow Il1", "Azarmidokht",
"Farrukhzad, son of Khosrow 11", and ""Yazdegerd I11" from this source into his list.

3. The list Hamza Isfahani provided, covering Sasanian kings under the rule of the
Lakhmids (the rulers of Iraq). From this list, Kasravi included only the chronologies
of "Bahram I, son of Hormizd", and "Bahram I1".

4. The narrative found in Ibn Qutayba’s Al-Ma arif, from which Kasravi recorded the
chronologies of "Bahram II", "Narseh, son of Bahram III", "Bahram V",
"Yazdegerd 11, son of Bahram V", and "Piroz 11 (Gushnasp-Bandeh)".

5. The chronology of "Kavad I", which Kasravi derived from the al-Siyar al-Kabir.

6. Considering that the chronologies of "Hormizd IV do not align with any of the other
sources, it can be inferred that Kasravi relied on at least two additional sources that
remain unknown. While some of these chronologies might have been taken from
the al-Siyar al-Kabir, no specific source confirming this is present among the
accounts of the historians from the first four centuries of Islam.

Overall, Kasravi's methodology for selecting the chronology of Sasanian kings

demonstrates that he did not rely on Pahlavi sources (Khwaday-namag). Instead, he
focused on Arabic sources (Siyar al-Mulik al-Furs).
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