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Abstract

Regarding Abu Sa’id Abu al-Khayr, besides the existing references that are called
“magama” (book written about the life and sayings of a Sufi sheikh), there are other
references whose whereabouts are currently unknown. One compelling evidence for the
existence of these references is the unique and rare mentions of Abu Sa’id’s life found in
some sources. Two significant features characterize the specific references: their rarity, and
the absence of sources for any of them in the existing references. This study analyzes,
critiques, and classifies these mentions. The results suggest that categorizing this type of
source-less mentions into five sets, with the content of at least two sets being particularly
significant. These sources provide additional information beyond what can be obtained
from the surviving references, offering a more general awareness of the lost manuscript
contents. It seems that authors of some ancient Persian literary texts have utilized
documents that were either inaccessible to the authors of existing references or were
deliberately omitted due to various reasons, including reluctance, suspicion, or weaknesses
in the documents.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Besides the sources that we know about Abu Sa’id Abu al-Khayr, there have been
other magames. These magamas, called "scattered or informal magamas", have been
written during Abu Sa’id’s lifetime. One issue that confirms the claim is the
multiplicity of new references about Abu Sa’id’s life in some mystical and non-
mystical sources. The particular feature of these references is that no source can be
found for any of them in the surviving magamas. None of the magamas are
comprehensive, but, according to writer’s knowledge or taste, only some of issues
about Abu Sa’id’s life were included. This issue resulted in the writing of the book
States and Sayings in an attempt toward gathering those scattered documents. The
author of this book decided to be brief in explaining the events. Therefore, another
magama was written, called Asrar al-Towhid. The entire issues of the previous work
was elaborated. The author included all he had found to possess a valid source and
ignored what he thought to be inauthentic.

The significance and necessity of doing this study lies in tentative information
regading the content of the references that were not included in Asrar al-Towhid on
the reason that they were identified to be weak. Doing such research can be
significant since it can find out if the magamas that the author of Asrar al-Towhid
could not include, had more information regarding the Abu Sa’id in terms of
providing accurate information, and if there is a way to access some of that rare
information and even those weak references.

2. Method

This study tried to answer the related questions about the inclusion of the magamas
and sources in Asrar al-Towhid through including a vast range of ancient Persian
resources on Abu Sa’id. To do this, 71 books of Persian literature, published from
5th to 13th centuries AH were investigated. The data were analyzed using a
descriptive-analitical method.

3. Results

All the references to Abu Sa’id’s life can be categorized into three parts. A
remarkable part of them are direct adaptations of one of the three surviving
magamas, which do not differ from their original sources in terms of content. The
second part includes the references that although their original form can be found in
one of the three existing magamas, their incorrect form have been quoted and
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recorded for some reasons. The third part includes the materials without any known
sources. The aim of this study was analyzing, criticizing and categorizing the
materials of the last category.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results revealed that 28 books do not include any references in the existing
magamas about what the authors have stated about Abu Sa’id’s life. These sources
can be divided into mystical and non-mystical ones. Twenty-three books come under
mystical sources and non-mystical sources include 5 books. For the references that
do not have any sources, five sets can be identified in terms of content:

a)

b)

d)

This set includes those cases that, based on the knowledge available about
Abu Sa’id and the various stages of his life, as well as relying on the
information obtained from the existing magamas, there is not any
relevance with Abu Sa’id’s states. So, in terms of further familiarity with
Abu Sa’id’s life, this type of reference is not of significance. These
fabricated references have been made over time and attributed to Abu
Sa’id;

The second set includes those themes that the authors have extracted from
the meaning of some quotes, verses, or concepts, or the authors, imitating
other famous stories, have paid attention to their construction and
attributed them to Abu Sa’id. These references seem to be valid from a
particular inferential perspective. That is, the author has interpreted them
in a specific way and due to their implicit correspondence with Abu
Sa’id’s life, has attributed them to him;

This set includes imaginative constructions of a historical reality. These
references show how some events over time have been changed based on
the taste and intention of some people. These references are of
significance. They represent issues that have been uttered about Abu
Sa’id’s life over history. Some disciples of Abu Sa’id believed these
undocumented stories. By quoting such stories, the authors of ancient texts
have unintentionally recorded them and prevented them to be forgotten.
Moreover, through these undocumented stories, they unintentially made it
possible for us to have an approximate image of the content of other
magamas of Abu Sa’id that are lost;

This set includes those themes that, based on the information about Abu
Sa’id’s actions and what is in his existing magamas, can be considered
related to his behavior. This rare type of references is of great significance.
It seems that the authors of these ancient texts have used magamas that
were not available to the author of Asrar al-Towhid for recording these
stories. Taking into account the few specific references, one can conclude
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that lost magamas of Abu Sa’id did not contain more content than what is
now can be found in the existing magamas;

This set includes those themes that the author of Asrar al-Towhid ignored
perhaps due to the weakness of the documents. This type of references are
also of significance. It is exactly through these weak narratives that we can
have an approximate image of the themes of stories not mentioned in Asrar
al-Towhid.
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