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Abstract

This story is the first story from the fifth book of Masnavi. This story is mentioned to
condemn greed. It emphasizes that a believer has characteristics that can be seen in his
appearance and actions. This study tried to analyze this story of Rumi and use Roland
Barthes’ narrative codes to discover the creative features and hidden layers in this story.
For a detailed analysis of the profound stories of the Masnauvi, it is definitely very important
to use scientific and systematic methods in the field of reading and literary criticism, and
one of these scholarly and academic methods is Roland Barthes’ narrative codes. Barthes
divides texts into readerly and writerly. Writerly texts are important and first-class texts,
unlike readerly texts, which are more entertaining and not thought-provoking. Examining
the story about “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith of Mustafa (PBUH)...”
using a descriptive-analytical method and Barth’s codes shows that considering the
frequency of all the five codes, this story is not only readerly but also writerly, and two
symbolic (oppositions) and cultural codes in this story are very widely used. In addition,
mystical and religious terms, and the use of new meanings and literary combinations have
caused cultural codes to have a high frequency in this story.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is necessary to use scientific methods of literary reading and criticism to accurately
analyze the profound stories of the Masnavi. A scientific method in this regard is
Roland Barthes’ codes. Barthes distinguishes between lisible (readerly) and
scriptible (writerly) texts. Scriptible text is considered more significant than readerly
text, which is primarily entertaining rather than reflective.

According to Roland Barthes, hermeneutic, proairetic, semic, symbolic, and
cultural codes help researchers to unfold new meanings and hidden layers of texts.
In the story in question, every character possesses his own voice, and different
meanings emerge from these voices. All these voices should be identified and
redefined applying various theories, and this issue requires applying new theories
and expanding the scope of meanings of art works. Using a systematic method, this
study sought to focus on this significant story of the fifth book of the Masnavi. It
tried to explore the frequency of each of the aforementioned five codes and to
examine the specific characteristics of different meanings, and unfold the hidden
meanings within the narrative.

This study tried to apply Barthes’ five codes and see if the Masnavi is primarily
a scriptible or readerly text. By analyzing this classic text of Persian literature using
code theory, the following questions were posed: Is the narrative “On the Reason of
the Introduction of this Hadith of Mustafa (PBUH)...” scriptible or readerly? Which
code does play the most effective role in this narrative? What topics are emphasized
by Rumi throughout this story? The aim of this study was to show whether,
according to Barthes’ narrative system, this narrative is scriptible or readerly, and if
it is a scriptible text, what are the primary discourses presented in the text.

2. Method

This study used a descriptive-analytical method and relied on library resources.
Accordingly, all verses of the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith
‘The Unbeliever Eats in Seven Intestines, and the Believer Eats in One’” were
analyzed and evaluated. Then, all the verses were categorized according various
discourses and different authentic sources that allude to the analysis of Barthes’

codes
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3. Results

The examination of the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith...”
by using a descriptive-analytical method and Barthes’ five codes showed that
regarding the frequency of the codes, this story is not only readerly but also
scriptible. Moreover, the frequency of symbolic (oppositions) and cultural codes are
high. The study showed that though the stories of the Masnavi have been composed
orally and didactically to communicate Rumi’s intended concepts, this story holds
the highest features of scriptible texts. Furthermore, given that mysticism basically
relies on contradictions and differences, some significant semantic and conceptual
oppositions are evident in this story. Moreover, the use of mystical and religious
terms as well as novel meanings and literary compounds has resulted in the high
frequency of cultural code in this story.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Using hermeneutic and proairetic codes in stories creates suspense and encourages
the readership into reading stories. Most readerly texts elaborately use the two codes.
In the story “On the Reason of the Introduction of this Hadith...”, which is shorter
and more direct than other stories of the first and second books, Rumi extensively
employs the proairetic and hermeneutic codes. The application of the two codes has
created suspense, so that they encourage the audience to continue reading. The
proairetic and hermeneutic codes are prerequisite for the sequence of the story, and
the 13 proairetic actions and various complexities have made the story ambiguous,
attractive and readable. Rumi’s attention to these two codes has made the story
readerly, but sequencing the topics and chapters based on mystical beliefs and
cultural codes made the researcher to resort into interpretation when dealing with the
two codes. Moreover, through examining other codes that make the text scriptible,
one may conclude that Rumi’s story is highly interpretable and scriptible. Regarding
the symbolic code, binary oppositions are evident. Ethical and mystical texts
frequently use this binary. In this story, Rumi makes maximum use of this code and
creates an opposing discourse. Rumi uses these opposing discourses to convey his
own message and even within this discourse he uses numerous binary oppositions.
The semic code includes non-explicit and implicit connotations that are hidden in a
sentence or phrase. One of the fundamental features of mystical poems is the use of
non-explicit connotations. Accordingly, we can see a remarkable semic code in
mystical masterpieces. This story has made use of a very vast range of allusions and
implicit connotations, so that one can say that the main code of this story is semic.
Cultural code is of great significance as well, since it manifests the cultural context
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of a human society that is specific to that society and may have different meanings
in other contexts. Unfamiliarity with this code impede achieving a correct analysis
of the text and understanding the author’s or poet’s purpose. Therefore, we may
consider cultural code as the most significant code. This code entails mystical and
religious expression, proverbs, and so on. Rumi pays special special attention to this
code.
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