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Introduction

The introduction of modernity into Islamic societies, coinciding with the decline of political power and thought,
led to its acceptance. So much so that the intellectual elites of the Islamic world, in their confrontation with modern
thought and in their attempt to redefine their own identity, established a movement known as "religious
revivalism." Initially, revivalism influenced both the way of thinking and the approach to modernity, as well as
architecture. It is within this context that the dichotomy of tradition-modernity has become the central theme in
the contemporary thought and architecture of the Islamic world.

Materials and Methods

This research is based on a qualitative approach, utilizing documentary and comparative studies. The data were
collected from textual and visual references in architecture, scholarly articles, case studies, and the works of
contemporary thinkers and architects.

Results and Discussion

In response to the tradition-modernity dichotomy, intellectuals and architects, despite their diverse solutions,
all agreed on the existence of a fundamental and constant element that forms the basis of traditions, as well as the
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society's need to separate and emerge from the shadow of modernity. It can be said that the revivalist thought
led to two main approaches in architecture. The first group believes that traditions should evolve independently of
the impulses of modernity. The second group, however, considers technology as the essence of modernism in the
pursuit of their ideal architecture.

Contemporary architecture and thought in the Islamic world have never been independent of Western thought,
and "revivalism" cannot be understood without modernity. Just as Islamic thinkers have managed to critically
engage with tradition, they have utilized aspects of modern thought that align with their revivalist objectives. In
terms of the relationship between thought and architecture, it is impossible to define a linear relationship over time
between the two. However, it can be said that thought serves as the foundation for the formation of revivalist
architecture, and the roots of this thinking can be observed in the visual representation of architecture.

Conclusion

From the perspective of scholars, the manifestation of revivalist thought in architecture has led to three main
approaches: Orientalism, Nationalism, and Neo-Islamism. However, within this categorization, the type of
architecture that seeks to address the needs of contemporary Islamic societies, while remaining true to the essence
of tradition, is not included. This architecture cannot be considered Orientalism, as it emerges deeply from
tradition, not merely preserving its outward appearance. It is also not Nationalist, as it does not see the updating
of traditions as the sole solution to its architectural questions. Furthermore, it is not Neo-Islamic, as it does not
engage in geometry and superficial design through modern methods. Perhaps this form of architecture could be
recognized as a fourth dimension of thought and architecture in the contemporary Islamic world, which can be
termed "Neo-Nationalism." This architecture places greater emphasis on the underlying structure of tradition rather
than its superficial aspects or its geometric reinterpretations. In some instances, it finds architectural answers in
the tangible use of tradition, and in other instances, it utilizes critical reasoning without fear in the pursuit of its
goals.

Keywords: Contemporary Architecture of the Islamic World, Modernity, Religious Revivalism, Tradition.
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