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In recent decades, the mechanisms of content control over cultural products have un-
dergone significant transformation. Traditionally, in many societies, media content was
subject to prior legal and ethical oversight by governmental or regulatory bodies. The aim
was to prevent the dissemination of unethical, anti-cultural, or politically harmful con-
tent. However, with the expansion of the internet and the rise of social media platforms,
these centralized oversight mechanisms have become less effective. The proliferation
and democratization of content production-primarily user-generated-has disrupted
previous top-down regulatory models, making it increasingly difficult to monitor inap-
propriate content.

Today, most online interactions occur within a few dominant digital platforms. These
platforms exercise considerable influence over the flow of information and user behavior,
aprocess known as the platformization of the internet. As a result, the traditional bound-
aries of national sovereignty have been challenged, with platforms increasingly taking on
governance functions that were once the exclusive domain of the state.

This paper investigates how large digital platforms, particularly Meta (formerly Face-
book), have developed internal content moderation mechanisms and how these inter-
sect, collide with, or accommodate national sovereignty. In particular, the study explores
the emergence of hybrid governance models where corporate and state mechanisms for

governing digital spaces become intertwined.
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Methodology

The research adopts a policy analysis approach, drawing on the method proposed by Sp-
ringate-Baginski and Soussan (2002), which emphasizes systematic document analysis.
The study is primarily based on the examination of Meta’s internal policy documents,
including its Terms of Service, Community Standards, transparency reports, and various
policy guidelines for Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp. Additionally, the research re-
views public policy documents from governmental and supranational bodies, particularly
in the European Union and Germany. Key legal instruments analyzed include the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Digital Services Act (DSA), and Germany’s NetzDG
law, which mandates the removal of illegal content within 24 hours. Comparative analysis

alsoincludes content governance policies in countries such as France and the UK.

The findings are presented in two sections: Internal Content Moderation Mechanisms
of Meta: Meta employs a layered model of content governance involving both automated
and human moderation. Its main policy tools-Community Standards and Terms of Ser-
vice-are used to define what constitutes acceptable behavior and content. The platform
uses a "remove, reduce, inform" strategy to manage harmful or misleading content. This
involves removing content that violates policies, reducing the visibility of borderline con-
tent, and informing users about potential harms. Meta's transparency reports show that
the company often complies with national laws by geo-blocking or removing content
at the request of governments. Notably, Germany ranks among the highest in terms of
content removal requests, illustrating the country’s active enforcement of digital sover-
eignty. State Responses and Hybrid Governance Models: European governments have
reacted to platform dominance by enacting legislation aimed at restoring a degree of
sovereignty over digital spaces. The EU has taken aleadership role in this regard, promot-
ing a model of shared governance where digital platforms are compelled to comply with
national and supranational rules. For instance, the GDPR ensures the protection of per-
sonal data across EU member states, regardless of where the platform is based. The DSA
mandates platforms to remove illegal content and increase transparency in their content
moderation decisions. Germany’s NetzDG law further specifies that social media plat-
forms must act within defined timeframes to remove illegal content or face heavy fines.
These legal frameworks represent a reactive and proactive strategy by states to counter-
balance the normative and infrastructural power of platforms. The result is a form of gov-
ernance where national legal systems are integrated into platform moderation practices,

creating a hybrid regime of platform-state co-regulation.
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This study concludes that platform governance-particularly in content moderation-has
evolved into a complex assemblage of corporate and state authority. The central role
played by digital platforms in shaping online discourse and regulating user behavior plac-
es them in a position akin to quasi-sovereign entities. However, in regions such as the
European Union, state actors have pushed back, insisting on the reassertion of territorial
sovereignty in the digital domain. The governance model that emerges from this dynamic
is one of shared and hybrid sovereignty, where the legitimacy and capacity to govern are
distributed between states and transnational corporations. This model holds significant
implications for the future of internet governance, particularly concerning the protec-
tion of fundamental rights, freedom of expression, and the regulatory capacity of na-

tion-statesin a globalized digital environment.

Keywords: sovereignty, governance in platforms, content moderation, digital sovereign-

ty, Meta.
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